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THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER A 
 
A WARM WELCOME to Fr Ian Mcarthy from Bath who is presiding at 
our masses this weekend. 
 
VOCATIONS SUNDAY is celebrated next week on ‘Good Shepherd 
Sunday’. We pray for vocations to the Sacred Priesthood, the Permanent 
Diaconate and to the Religious Life. The following week there will be a 
retiring collection for the Clergy Training Fund.  This fund provides support 
towards the cost of training our seminarians. It currently costs the diocese 
£30,000 per seminarian per year.  We have two seminarians at present and 
so we need to pay out £60,000 this year alone. Last year our 2nd collection 
for this fund raised only £10,700 - a significant shortfall.  We hope that we 
may be able to support our Seminarians in formation. Pray that the Lord of 
the harvest will send labourers into the harvest. 
 
CORSHAM PARISH IN COUNCIL MEETING takes place on 
Thursday 11th May at 7pm in the hall. Please see the posters for further 
details. 
 
UNIVERSE CATHOLIC WEEKLY Great news the Universe is going 
back into print from Friday 19th May and will be posted directly to 
subscribers on this date. The Universe will still be published in a digital 
forma,t identical to the printed version, for those who prefer to read their 
news online. To subscribe to this new format or for more information please 
ring Michelle Jones on 07436 617650 or email her at 
michelle.jones@universecatholicweekly.co.uk 
 
THANK YOU Fr Michael would like to thank the people of St Mary’s and 
St Patrick’s for their kindness and generosity in sending cards and gifts for 
Easter and for the traditional Easter offering which goes to your parish 
priest. It is very much appreciated. A big ‘thank you’ to you all. 
 
POPE FRANCIS APPOINTS NEW APOSTOLIC NUNCIO TO 
GREAT BRITAIN Pope Francis has appointed His Excellency Archbishop 
Miguel Maury Buendía as Apostolic Nuncio to Great Britain. Born in 
Madrid in 1955, Archbishop Maury Buendía studied philosophy and 
theology at the Conciliar Seminary of Madrid before being ordained a priest 
for the Archdiocese in 1980. He followed a two-year programme of studies 
at the Pontifical Ecclesiastical Academy in Rome, and entered the Holy 
See’s diplomatic service in July 1987, serving in diplomatic missions in 
several countries such as Rwanda, Uganda, Morocco, Nicaragua, Egypt, 

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER  

4.15pm Eucharistic Adoration 

5pm (Sat) Vigil Mass                              

9am (Cor) Sung Mass (Pro Populo)   

11am (Ch) Sung Mass (Pro Populo)                  

Monday 24th April               

Solemnity of Saint George, martyr, 

Patron of England. No Mass 

Tuesday 25th April (Ch)                   
Feast of Saint Mark the Evangelist 
12.10pm Liturgy of the Word         
and Adoration 
 
Wednesday 26th April (Cor)              

Weekday of Easter  No Mass          

Thursday 27th April (Ch)   

Weekday of Easter    

12.10pm Mass (Mike Opie) 

            Friday 28th April (Cor) 

      Weekday of Easter   

      12pm Funeral Mass of Derek                                                                           

       Keohane.                                               
 

Saturday 29th April (Ch)                

Feast of Saint Catherine of Siena   

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  

(Good Shepherd Sunday) 

4.15pm Eucharistic Adoration (Ch) 

4.20pm – 4.50pm Confessions 

5pm (Sat) Vigil Mass (Teresa Allison)                     

9am (Cor) Sung Mass (Pro Populo)   

11am (Ch) Sung Mass (Pro Populo)                  
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Slovenia and Ireland. In 2004, he was called to the Section for Relations with States within the Secretariat of State of 
the Holy See. Four years later, in 2008, he was appointed titular Archbishop of Italica and Apostolic Nuncio to 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan. Pope Francis appointed him Apostolic Nuncio to Romania on 5 December 
2015, and to the Republic of Moldova on 25 January 2016. He was appointed the Apostolic Nuncio to the Court of St. 
James on 13 April 2023, filling a post vacant since the previous Nuncio to Great Britain, Archbishop Claudio Gugerotti, 
was named prefect of the Dicastery for the Eastern Churches on 21 November 2022. 
 
SINGING THE MASS We have resumed singing hymns at our Sung Masses by everyone. The most important parts 
of the Mass, the Kyries, Gloria, Sanctus, Agnus Dei together with the Psalm and the Acclamations will continue to be 
sung by all. We ask that you continue to wear a mask for the present as our Churches are very full and there is presently 
a rise in Covid numbers. We still have clinically extremely vulnerable people in our Church family. Thank you for your 
understanding. 
 
SERVERS AT ST MARY’S Could you help please? We do need more altar servers at the 11am Mass at St Mary’s. 
Women, men girls and boys (post-first communion) Please have a word with Fr Michael. 
 
GOVERNORS FOR ST PATRICK’S SCHOOL The school’s governing body has vacancies for Foundation 
Governors. This provides the opportunity for new people to join the school’s governing body, to help lead the school 
for future generations of Catholic, and other, children. Now is the time to step forward and apply to be a Foundation 
Governor.  Please complete a nomination form https://schools.cliftondiocese.com/form-2 as soon as possible. For 
more details, please contact Bill McEntee, bill.mcentee@cliftondiocese.com or on 07710094976. 
  
HOLY COMMUNION OF THE SICK If you are sick/housebound and would like to receive Holy Communion (or 
the Sacrament of the Sick) at home, please call or ask a member of your family to call Fr Michael or Teresa Gosling our 
Administrator and we will be very happy to arrange this.  
 
HOW WE TALK ABOUT OUR FAITH Clifton Diocese is offering a five week course in partnership with ‘Light of 
Truth’ are offering a five-week course on how we talk about our Catholic Faith with other adults, young people and 
children.  To sign up for the series, which started on Thursday 20th April, click on the following link: 
https://www.lightoftruth.uk/event-details/further-training-for-catechists-2023-04-20-19-3 
 
CCS ADOPTION  If you, your family or friends are interested in adoption, CCS Adoption would love to hear from you.  
Enquiries are welcome from anyone who can provide these children with the stability and unconditional love they need.  
You may be single or a couple, with or without children, a homeowner or in rented accommodation.  Age is not a barrier 
– many adopters are in their 40s and 50s.  For more information visit the CCS website www.ccsadoption.org or call 
0117 935 0005 for an information discussion.   
 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK 
 
The Sick: Corsham: Coleen Milne, Richard Keat, Sheila Taylor, Christopher Browl, Lindsay Price.  Chippenham: Brian 
Tuersley, Lydia Connell, David Lunt, Jon Taylor, Michael Kenny, Mike Merry, Nic Pollastrone, Anne Marie Naylor, 
Chris Rosario, James Carine, Michaela Finn, Eoin O Mahony, Alan Houghton, Elena Alberti.  Pray for all suffering with 
Coronavirus, all in our hospitals, nursing homes and those who care for them.  
 
RIP Anniversaries:  Sheila Gadsden, Kelly Brock, Frances Elgie, Mary Marshall, Maggie Buchanan, Kathleen 
Stevens, John Booker, Mike Opie, Marguerite Lynch. 
 
The Holy Father’s Prayer April Intention: We pray for the spread of peace and non-violence, by decreasing the 
use of weapons by States and citizens.  
 
Diocesan Prayer Link: St John the Evangelist, Bath. 
 
In compliance with the requirements of GDPR permission must be sought from an individual (or next of kin) before 
their name can be added to a list of those who are sick. Do please advise us of any changes to be made to this list. 
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April – The Month of the Blessed Sacrament & the Holy Spirit 

 
 

 
 
 

The month of April is dedicated both to devotion to the Eucharist and devotion to the Holy Spirit. This tradition has 
developed because Easter Sunday often falls in April, and when it does fall in March, the Easter season continues on 
through all of April. In essence, April is a month of Easter, and during the Easter celebration we remember the 
Eucharistic sacrifice Christ gave us and the baptism in the Holy Spirit, which would come after Jesus's resurrection. 
This month we might commit ourselves to a period of Eucharistic adoration and pray a Holy Spirit prayer every day. 
There are periods of adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in our parish. The goal is to be able to gaze lovingly and in awe 
at the Consecrated Host and share that love with others with the guidance of the Holy Spirit. “I put before you the one 
great thing to love on earth: the Blessed Sacrament,” J.R.R. Tolkien  

 

Prayer to Jesus in the Holy Eucharist  
 

My Lord Jesus Christ, Your Eucharistic presence teaches me how to love as you have loved me. In your great love for 
me you continue to give yourself, body, blood, soul, and divinity in this sacrament of your love. As I pray in your 

Eucharistic presence, enkindle in me the fire of your gospel. Nourish me with your love and compassion, so that I 
may be sent out in the power of the Holy Spirit to be your living presence to all I meet. Amen. 

 
 

A Prayer for Ukraine 
 

 
 



 

 

Loving God, 
We pray for the people of Ukraine, 

for all those suffering or afraid, 
that you will be close to them and protect them. 

We pray for world leaders, 
for compassion, strength and wisdom to guide their choices. 

We pray for the world 
that in this moment of crisis, 

we may reach out in solidarity 
to our brothers and sisters in need. 

May we walk in your ways 
so that peace and justice 

become a reality for the people of Ukraine 
and for all the world. 

Amen. 
 
 
 

 

THE WORD THIS WEEK 
 

3RD SUNDAY OF EASTER A  
 
 

 
 

 

 
First reading                                               Acts 2:14,22-33 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
 
On the day of Pentecost Peter stood up with the Eleven and addressed the crowd in a loud voice: ‘Men of Israel, listen 
to what I am going to say: Jesus the Nazarene was a man commended to you by God by the miracles and portents and 
signs that God worked through him when he was among you, as you all know. This man, who was put into your power 
by the deliberate intention and foreknowledge of God, you took and had crucified by men outside the Law. You killed 
him, but God raised him to life, freeing him from the pangs of Hades; for it was impossible for him to be held in its 
power since, as David says of him: 
 

I saw the Lord before me always, 
for with him at my right hand nothing can shake me. 
So my heart was glad 
and my tongue cried out with joy; 
my body, too, will rest in the hope 



 

 

that you will not abandon my soul to Hades 
nor allow your holy one to experience corruption. 
You have made known the way of life to me, 
you will fill me with gladness through your presence. 
 

‘Brothers, no one can deny that the patriarch David himself is dead and buried: his tomb is still with us. But since he 
was a prophet, and knew that God had sworn him an oath to make one of his descendants succeed him on the throne, 
what he foresaw and spoke about was the resurrection of the Christ: he is the one who was not abandoned to Hades, 
and whose body did not experience corruption. God raised this man Jesus to life, and all of us are witnesses to that. 
Now raised to the heights by God’s right hand, he has received from the Father the Holy Spirit, who was promised, and 
what you see and hear is the outpouring of that Spirit.’ 
 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm       Psalm 15(16):1-2,5,7-11 
Show us, Lord, the path of life. 
or 
Alleluia! 
 
Preserve me, God, I take refuge in you. 
I say to the Lord: ‘You are my God. 
O Lord, it is you who are my portion and cup; 
it is you yourself who are my prize.’ 
 
I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel, 
who even at night directs my heart. 
I keep the Lord ever in my sight: 
since he is at my right hand, I shall stand firm. 
 
And so my heart rejoices, my soul is glad; 
even my body shall rest in safety. 
For you will not leave my soul among the dead, 
nor let your beloved know decay. 
 
You will show me the path of life, 
the fullness of joy in your presence, 
at your right hand happiness for ever. 
 
 
 
 
Second reading                1 Peter 1:17-21 
A reading from the first letter of St Peter 
 

 
If you are acknowledging as your Father one who has no favourites and judges everyone according to what he has done, 
you must be scrupulously careful as long as you are living away from your home. Remember, the ransom that was paid 
to free you from the useless way of life your ancestors handed down was not paid in anything corruptible, neither in 
silver nor gold, but in the precious blood of a lamb without spot or stain, namely Christ; who, though known since 
before the world was made, has been revealed only in our time, the end of the ages, for your sake. Through him you 
now have faith in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory for that very reason – so that you would have 
faith and hope in God. 
 
 
 
The word of the Lord. 



 

 

 
 
Gospel Acclamation      cf.Lk24:32 
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Lord Jesus, explain the Scriptures to us. 
Make our hearts burn within us as you talk to us. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
 
Gospel  

          Luke 24:13-35 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 
 
Two of the disciples of Jesus were on their way to a village called Emmaus, seven miles from Jerusalem, and they were 
talking together about all that had happened. Now as they talked this over, Jesus himself came up and walked by their 
side; but something prevented them from recognising him. He said to them, ‘What matters are you discussing as you 
walk along?’ They stopped short, their faces downcast. 
 
Then one of them, called Cleopas, answered him, ‘You must be the only person staying in Jerusalem who does not know 
the things that have been happening there these last few days.’ ‘What things?’ he asked. ‘All about Jesus of Nazareth’ 
they answered ‘who proved he was a great prophet by the things he said and did in the sight of God and of the whole 
people; and how our chief priests and our leaders handed him over to be sentenced to death, and had him crucified. 
Our own hope had been that he would be the one to set Israel free. And this is not all: two whole days have gone by 
since it all happened; and some women from our group have astounded us: they went to the tomb in the early morning, 
and when they did not find the body, they came back to tell us they had seen a vision of angels who declared he was 
alive. Some of our friends went to the tomb and found everything exactly as the women had reported, but of him they 
saw nothing.’ 
 
Then he said to them, ‘You foolish men! So slow to believe the full message of the prophets! Was it not ordained that 
the Christ should suffer and so enter into his glory?’ Then, starting with Moses and going through all the prophets, he 
explained to them the passages throughout the scriptures that were about himself. 
 
When they drew near to the village to which they were going, he made as if to go on; but they pressed him to stay with 
them. ‘It is nearly evening’ they said ‘and the day is almost over.’ So he went in to stay with them. Now while he was 
with them at table, he took the bread and said the blessing; then he broke it and handed it to them. And their eyes were 
opened and they recognised him; but he had vanished from their sight.  
Then they said to each other, ‘Did not our hearts burn within us as he talked to us on the road and explained the 
scriptures to us?’ 
 
They set out that instant and returned to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven assembled together with their 
companions, who said to them, ‘Yes, it is true. The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.’ Then they told their 
story of what had happened on the road and how they had recognised him at the breaking of bread. 
 
 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 


