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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  
 
ESSENTIAL TRAINING FOR CATECHISTS SERIES Clifton Diocese 
in partnership with ‘Light of Truth’ are offering a six-week course for the 
formation of catechists. The six sessions cover: 1. Introduction to catechesis 
– 21 September 2. Proclaiming the Good News: Jesus Christ at the heart of 
catechesis – 28 September 3. The Faith of the Church: Introduction to the 
Catechism – 5 October 4. Scriptural catechesis: introduction to the Bible – 
12 October 5. Methods and Resources – 19 October 6. Preparing a 
Catechetical Session - 26 October This training is for seasoned or new 
catechists working with children, young people or adults, for everyone 
involved in Children’s Liturgy of the Word, and for anyone interested in 
passing on the faith. For parishioners to sign up for the series, they can click 
on the following link: Meeting Registration - Zoom 
 
COVID MASKS AT MASS From next week we will be relaxing our 
suggestion that people continue to wear masks at Mass. Naturally, if you 
wish to continue to wear a mask that is perfectly fine. Ministers of Holy 
Communion will be asked to continue to wear masks for distribution of the 
Holy Eucharist. Let’s hope that this will enable our congregations to sing 
more fervently! 
 
PLASTIC FREE JULY doesn’t mean we will all be totally plastic free 
this month but aiming to reduce single-use plastics in our lives. We are 
probably confident about recycling as much as possible but how can we 
reduce plastics at source? A great starting point would be to Audit the 
plastics we use. Either take a photo or note down what plastics end up in 
the recycling this week. Maybe also check out packaging in the bathroom 
and kitchen. Being AWARE is half the battle. Then when shopping, carry 
a reusable bag, net bags for veggies, look for refills or alternative 
containers e.g. metal. Ask the supermarkets what alternatives they offer, 
then they will know we care. Plastics are made from fossil fuels and they 
never go away but just break down into microplastics, these are now 
found in fish and our food chains. Small steps can make a big difference 
for People and Planet. 
 
WANT TO KNOW MORE ABOUT THE CATHOLIC FAITH?  Are 
you interested to know about the Catholic Faith?  Would you like to be 
baptized, confirmed and receive the Eucharist?  Would you like to become 
a Catholic?  Do you know anyone who would like to know more about the 

Catholic Church?  If so, our Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)/Journey in Faith might be an exciting journey 
of faith for you.  We explore different aspects of the Catholic faith and the teachings of the Catholic Church.  We listen 
to God’s word in Scripture, and we pray together.  We hope to begin the RCIA program this autumn.  Please let Fr 
Michael or our Administrator know if you are interested.  
 
 
 

THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN 

ORDINARY TIME A 

5pm (Sat) (Ch) Vigil Mass   

9am (Cor) Sung Mass (Pro Populo)    

11am (Ch) Sung Mass (Pro Populo) 

 

Monday 17th July   Weekday in OT        

No Mass   

 

Tuesday 18th July Weekday in OT                           

12.10pm Mass (Ch) () 
 

Wednesday 19th July Weekday in OT 

12pm Mass (Cor)  
 

Thursday 20th July   Weekday in OT                              

12.10pm Mass (Ch)                    
 

Friday 21st July   Weekday in OT 

12.00pm Mass (Cor)  

 

Saturday 22nd July   Feast of Saint 

Mary Magdalene, Apostle to the 

Apostles                  

 4.15pm Eucharistic Adoration (Ch)  

4.20pm – 4.50pm Confessions (Ch)   

4.50pm Benediction (Ch) 
 

THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN 

ORDINARY TIME A 

5pm (Sat) (Ch) Vigil Mass () 

9am (Cor) Sung Mass (Pro Populo)    

11am (Ch) Sung Mass (Pro Populo) 
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CONFIRMATION Would any young people or adults wishing to be Confirmed next year please contact the parish 
office to register their interest. Thank you. 
 
CAFOD CAMPAIGN- FIX THE FOOD SYSTEM Fix the Food System Campaign is urging the UK government to 
protect the right of farmers around the world to use their own seeds. For further information on the Campaign please 
visit the CAFOD campaign website Five reasons why seed sovereignty matters (cafod.org.uk)  
 
THE PARISHES OFFICE will be closed on Thursday 20th and Friday 21st July. 
 
LEAD GOVERNANCE PROFESSIONAL There is a job vacancy for a Lead Governance Professional for the 
Newman Catholic Trust clerking Board and committee meetings held in the evening, plus flexibility for other hours 
starting in September. The job is for five hours a week, or 258 hours per year.  Please see their website 
www.NewmanCatholicTrust.com for more information about the vacancy. 
 
SCHOOLS SUMMER BREAK As our schools prepare for their summer break, we wish children, teachers and staff 
a happy and relaxing holiday period.  

A EUCHARISTIC LIFE Pope Francis’ monthly prayer intention for July is for a eucharistic life.  The Pope made the 
appeal to put the celebration of the Eucharist at the centre of our lives in The Pope Video, which is entrusted to the 
entire Catholic Church through the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network.  Pope Francis begins this month’s video by 
saying, “if you are the same at the end of Mass, as you were at the beginning, something is wrong.”  In his new prayer 
intention, the Holy Father invites us to see the celebration of the Eucharist not as an obligatory ritual, but rather as an 
encounter with the Risen Jesus, for “the Eucharist is the presence of Jesus,” which is “profoundly transforming.” Pope 
Francis insists in this video that “it is Christ Who offers Himself, Who gives Himself for us,” which leads to “our lives 
being nourished by Him, to nourish the lives of our brothers and sisters.”  Please watch the short video Pope's July 
prayer intention: For a Eucharistic life - Catholic Bishops' Conference (cbcew.org.uk) 

WORLD DAY FOR GRANDPARENTS AND THE ELDERLY IS ON SUNDAY 23RD JULY 2023 Pope Francis 
has instituted a World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly. The theme of the third World Day for Grandparents and 
the Elderly is, “His mercy is from age to age” (Lk 1:50) which takes us back to the joyful meeting between the young 
Mary and her elderly relative Elizabeth. On this special day in which we celebrate grandparents and the elderly we ask 
Mary, Mother of all the living, to keep them constantly in her prayer and care. 

PARISH BBQ Sunday 23rd July at 3pm in St Patrick’s, Corsham. Please bring your own drinks/cups, chairs plus a 
salad or dessert to share. Burgers, sausages and rolls provided. Please book online for catering purposes. Go to 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/parish-bbq-tickets-639817410097  All welcome. 

HOLY COMMUNION OF THE SICK If you are sick/housebound and would like to receive Holy Communion (or 
the Sacrament of the Sick) at home, please call or ask a member of your family to call Fr Michael or Teresa Gosling. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) Chippenham Saturday 4.20pm – 4.50pm and Corsham 
after Weekday Masses or by arrangement with Fr Michael. 
 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK 
 
The Sick: Corsham: Richard Keat, Sheila Taylor, Christopher Browl, Lindsay Price. Chippenham: Brian Tuersley, 
Lydia Connell, David Lunt, Jon Taylor, Michael Kenny, Mike Merry, Nic Pollastrone, Anne Marie Naylor, Chris Rosario, 
James Carine, Michaela Finn, Eoin O Mahony, Alan Houghton, Elena Alberti.  Pray for all suffering with Coronavirus, 
all in our hospitals, nursing homes and those who care for them.  
 
RIP Anniversaries:  Richard Robbins, Cath Begen, Jessie Kent. 
 
The Holy Father’s Prayer July Intention: We pray that Catholics may place the celebration of the Eucharist at 
the heart of their lives, transforming human relationships in a very deep way and opening to the encounter with God 
and all their brothers and sisters.  
 
Diocesan Prayer Link: St Gerard Majella, Knowle; Christ the King, Knowle West 
 
In compliance with the requirements of GDPR permission must be sought from an individual (or next of kin) before 
their name can be added to a list of those who are sick. Do please advise us of any changes to be made to this list. 
 
 

Clifton Diocese is a company limited by guarantee; registered in England and Wales under number 10462076. Registered Charity No. 1170168 
Registered Office: St Ambrose, North Road, Leigh Woods, Bristol, BS8 3PW 
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July - The Month of the Precious Blood 
 

 
 

 
The month of July is dedicated to the Precious Blood. The feast of the Precious Blood of our Lord was instituted 
in 1849 by Pius IX, but the devotion is as old as Christianity. The early Fathers say that the Church was born from 
the pierced side of Christ, and that the sacraments were brought forth through His Blood. 
"The Precious Blood which we venerate is the Blood which the Saviour shed for us on Calvary and reassumed at 
His glorious Resurrection; it is the Blood which courses through the veins of His risen, glorified, living body at 
the right hand of God the Father in heaven; it is the Blood made present on our altars by the words of 
Consecration; it is the Blood which merited sanctifying grace for us and through it washes and beautifies our soul 
and inaugurates the beginning of eternal life in it."  
One of the oldest documents, outside of sacred scripture, from the first century of the Christian era of Pope St 
Clement I, dated about 96 A.D. says: "Let us fix our gaze on the Blood of Christ and realize how truly precious It 
is, seeing that it was poured out for our salvation and brought the grace of conversion to the whole world." 

 
Collect from the Mass of the Precious Blood 

 
"O God, who by the Precious Blood of your Only Begotten Son have redeemed the whole world, preserve in us 
the work of your mercy, so that ever honouring the mystery of our salvation, we may merit to obtain its fruits.         

Through Our Lord… 
 
 
 
 

A Prayer for Ukraine 
 

 
 

Loving God, 
We pray for the people of Ukraine, 

for all those suffering or afraid, 
that you will be close to them and protect them. 

We pray for world leaders, 
for compassion, strength and wisdom to guide their choices. 

We pray for the world 
that in this moment of crisis, 



we may reach out in solidarity 
to our brothers and sisters in need. 

May we walk in your ways 
so that peace and justice 

become a reality for the people of Ukraine 
and for all the world. 

Amen. 
 
 

THE WORD THIS WEEK 
 

THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME A 
 

 
 
 
First reading         Isaiah 55:10-11 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
 
Thus says the Lord: ‘As the rain and the snow come down from the heavens and do not return without watering the 
earth, making it yield and giving growth to provide seed for the sower and bread for the eating, so the word that goes 
from my mouth does not return to me empty, without carrying out my will and succeeding in what it was sent to do.’ 
 
 
The word of the Lord 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm       Psalm 64(65):10-14 

Some seed fell into rich soil  
and produced its crop. 
 
You care for the earth, give it water, 

you fill it with riches. 
Your river in heaven brims over 
to provide its grain. 

 

And thus you provide for the earth; 
you drench its furrows; 

you level it, soften it with showers; 
you bless its growth. 
 
You crown the year with your goodness. 

Abundance flows in your steps, 
in the pastures of the wilderness it flows. 
 

The hills are girded with joy, 
the meadows covered with flocks, 
the valleys are decked with wheat. 
They shout for joy, yes, they sing. 

 



Second reading         Romans 8: 8-23 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 
 
I think that what we suffer in this life can never be compared to the glory, as yet unrevealed, which is waiting for us. 
The whole creation is eagerly waiting for God to reveal his sons. It was not for any fault on the part of creation that it 
was made unable to attain its purpose, it was made so by God; but creation still retains the hope of being freed, like us, 
from its slavery to decadence, to enjoy the same freedom and glory as the children of God. From the beginning till now 
the entire creation, as we know, has been groaning in one great act of giving birth; and not only creation, but all of us 
who possess the first-fruits of the Spirit, we too groan inwardly as we wait for our bodies to be set free. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
Gospel Acclamation             

1S3:9,Jn6:68  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Speak, Lord, your servant is listening: 
you have the message of eternal life. 
Alleluia! 
 
Gospel         Matthew 13:1-23 
 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
 
Jesus left the house and sat by the lakeside, but such large crowds gathered round him that he got into a boat and sat 
there. The people all stood on the beach, and he told them many things in parables. 
 
He said, ‘Imagine a sower going out to sow. As he sowed, some seeds fell on the edge of the path, and the birds came 
and ate them up. Others fell on patches of rock where they found little soil and sprang up straight away, because there 
was no depth of earth; but as soon as the sun came up they were scorched and, not having any roots, they withered 
away. Others fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Others fell on rich soil and produced their 
crop, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Listen, anyone who has ears!’ 
 
Then the disciples went up to him and asked, ‘Why do you talk to them in parables?’ ‘Because’ he replied, ‘the mysteries 
of the kingdom of heaven are revealed to you, but they are not revealed to them. For anyone who has will be given more, 
and he will have more than enough; but from anyone who has not, even what he has will be taken away. The reason I 
talk to them in parables is that they look without seeing and listen without hearing or understanding. So in their case 
this prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled: 
 

You will listen and listen again, but not understand, 
see and see again, but not perceive. 
For the heart of this nation has grown coarse, 
their ears are dull of hearing, and they have shut their eyes, 
for fear they should see with their eyes, 
hear with their ears, 
understand with their heart, 
and be converted 
and be healed by me. 

 
‘But happy are your eyes because they see, your ears because they hear! I tell you solemnly, many prophets and holy 
men longed to see what you see, and never saw it; to hear what you hear, and never heard it. 
‘You, therefore, are to hear the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom without 
understanding, the evil one comes and carries off what was sown in his heart: this is the man who received the seed on 
the edge of the path. The one who received it on patches of rock is the man who hears the word and welcomes it at once 
with joy. But he has no root in him, he does not last; let some trial come, or some persecution on account of the word, 
and he falls away at once. The one who received the seed in thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of 
this world and the lure of riches choke the word and so he produces nothing. And the one who received the seed in rich 
soil is the man who hears the word and understands it; he is the one who yields a harvest and produces now a 
hundredfold, now sixty, now thirty.’ 
 
 
The Gospel of the Lord 


