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THE 23RD & 24TH SUNDAYS                                              
IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR A (Double Edition)                             

ASSISTED SUICIDE BILL Please write to your MP before the 
assisted suicide Bill is presented to parliament on 11th September 
using the following link: click here to email your MP now. Postcards 
are also available in both churches to send to your MP. 

FLAME 6th March 2027 is an event for young people of 14 years 
and over being held at Wembley OVO Stadium, London.  We would 
like to take a group to this special event.  The parishes will pay for the 
tickets and for the transport to get to London as we want you there!  
Please look at the website to learn more about this event FLAME 27 
– CYMFED and speak to Fr Michael if you are interested. 
 
PARISHES YOUTH GROUP This new venture will run at St 
Patrick’s Hall on a Saturday night once a month beginning Saturday 
19th September from 7-9pm.  This is aimed at children Year 5 to Year 
9 - older children are welcome but they will be roped into helping!  If 
year 4s want to come they may if their parents want to come to help.  
We will play games (volleyball, football etc), video games on the big 
screen, movies, team building activities, tuck shop. Please join for 
fun, friendship and fellowship.  
 
THE INTERNATIONAL HARVEST SUPPER Friday September 
25th in St Patrick’s Hall starting at 6.30pm.  Contributions of hot and 
cold food gratefully accepted from all parts of the world. No cost for 
attending but there will be a collection for the Church restoration 
fund and Julia’s House. Families from both parishes most welcome. 
 
ST PATRICK’S CHURCH RESTORATION The latest plans for 
our renovation will be on display in the church and on the website.   
 
RIDE AND STRIDE We have 5 volunteers to open St Patricks for 
the Wiltshire Churches Ride and Stride on 12th Sep out of the 14 slots 
we need.  An hour of your time will help our application for a funding 
grant of over £100,000.  You just need to be in the church to welcome 
visitors and initial their sponsorship forms.   Please volunteer, sign 
up on the noticeboard or contact Vic. 
 
RCIA– JOURNEY IN FAITH For adults wanting to explore the 
Catholic faith in more depth, you are invited to take part in ‘The 
Journey of Faith 2026/7’ (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults). This 
starts on 30th September at 7pm in St Mary’s Chippenham and covers 
the main teachings of the Catholic faith. The journey is rooted in the 
Sunday celebration of the Liturgy. For those who wish, this can lead 

to baptism/ formal reception into the Church and the celebration of Confirmation and First Eucharist at the 
Easter Vigil. We already have a lot of people contacting us about joining RCIA, but there is always space for 
more.  Please call the Parish Office to register your interest and we look forward to warmly welcoming you.   

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY                         
IN ORDINARY TIME  
6th September                   
5pm (Sat) (Ch) Vigil Mass                      
(Francis Pycroft) 

9am (Cor) Solemn Mass (Pro Populo)  

with Children’s Liturgy 
11am (Ch) Solemn Mass (Pro Populo)                                                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                                                                                              
Monday 7th September                                                                                 
Weekday in Ordinary Time                          
No Mass 
 
Tuesday 8th September 
Feast of the Nativity                                          
of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
12.10pm Mass (Ch)   (Chacko & Mary) 
 
Wednesday 9th September     
Weekday in Ordinary Time                             
12pm Mass (Cor) (Joyce Smith) 
 

Thursday 10th September 
Weekday in Ordinary Time 
12.10pm Mass (Ch) 
Followed by Eucharistic Adoration 

                  
Friday 11th September 
Weekday in Ordinary Time 
12.10pm Mass (Ch) 
 
Saturday 12th September 
The Most Holy Name of Mary 
2pm Eucharistic Adoration (Ch)  
4.15pm–4.45pm (Sat) Confessions 
4.45pm Benediction 
 
TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY                         
IN ORDINARY TIME  
13th September                   
5pm (Sat) (Ch) Vigil Mass                       
9am (Cor) Solemn Mass (Pro Populo)  
11am (Ch) Solemn Mass (Pro Populo) 
with Children’s Liturgy                                                                                                                                              
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TASTE & SEE A prior gathering to our 2026/7 journey in faith will be our ‘taste and see’ session on 
Wednesday 23rd September in St Mary’s Office, Chippenham at 7pm. Come and ask questions over a glass of 
wine or a soft drink and nibbles. There is no obligation to attend the RCIA program. This is just as preliminary 
introduction. All most welcome.  
 

BAPTISMAL PREPARATION for parents of children being 
baptized will be held on Sat 19th Sept in St Mary’s Church Office at 
2pm. If you are planning to have your child baptized shortly at St 
Mary’s or St Patrick’s, please ensure that you attend this opportunity 
this preparation. The session is also open to Godparents. This 
formation is necessary prior to the celebration of Baptism. 
 

THIRD WEDNESDAY LUNCH CLUB AT ST PATRICK’S 16th 
September in the Hall after the 12pm Mass. All most welcome.  

 
ST MARY’S SWING DOORS Parishioners will have noticed that 
the right-hand door into the church has been removed.  The 
mechanism has worn out after 90 years of continuous use.  It will take 
at least a month to obtain a new part made for the mechanism and 
hopefully the door may be refitted.  
 
MASS INTENTIONS Please give you Mass intentions to one of the 
priests when the office is closed or email Fr Michael. 
 
EVANGELII GAUDIUM (HOME MISSION SUNDAY) Sunday 
20th Sept. Please donate via DONA machines, or by cash collection.  
 
THE PARISH OFFICE is closed until Tuesday 22nd September as 
our Administrator is on annual leave. Our next newsletter will be 
published on Friday 25th September.  
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION Confessions are heard in 
Corsham after the weekday masses and in Chippenham on Saturday 
4.15-4.45pm or by arrangement. 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK 
 
The Sick: Corsham: Kath McDonald, Linda Scott, Nick King, Mo 
Brinn, Richard Keat, Sheila Taylor, Christopher Browl, Lindsay Price. 
Chippenham:  David Lunt, Michael Kenny, Mike Merry, Nic 
Pollastrone, Victoria Kiss, Pamela Naylor, Agnes Tegner, Michael 
Millard, Harry Purdon.  Pray for all in our hospitals, nursing homes 
and those who care for them. 
 
RIP Anniversaries:   w/b 6th; Lottie Grogan, Mary Snow, Antonio 
Checchia, Fr Denis Kavanagh, Pat Porter, Gary Willcox, Michael 
Rigby, John Byrne, Teresa Boyd. w/b 13th Ann Hanratty, Steve 
Dawber, Ladda Chave, Lyn James, Muriel Cavaciuti, Bridget Smith, 
Canon Millett, Ann Jones.  
 
For Peace: in the Middle East, Ukraine, Gaza and all the places of 
warfare throughout the world. 

 
The Holy Father’s September Intention: Let us pray for a just and sustainable management of water, a 
vital resource, so that everyone may have equal access to it.   
 
Diocesan Prayer Link: St Peter and Paul, Bath; St John the Evangelist, Bath.  
 

In compliance with the requirements of GDPR permission must be sought from an individual (or next of kin)                                                                  
before their name can be added to a list of those who are sick. Do please advise us of any changes to be made to this list 

. 

 
Diocese is a company limited by guarantee; registered in England and Wales under number 10462076.                                                                                    

Registered Charity No. 1170168 Registered Office: St Ambrose, North Road, Leigh Woods, Bristol, BS8 3PW 

TWENTY- FOURTH SUNDAY                         
IN ORDINARY TIME  
13th September                   
5pm (Sat) (Ch) Vigil Mass                       
9am (Cor) Solemn Mass (Pro Populo)  
11am (Ch) Solemn Mass (Pro Populo) 
with Children’s Liturgy                                                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                                                                                            
Monday 14th September                                                                                 
Feast of the Exaltation                                     
of the Holy Cross                         
No Mass 
 
Tuesday 15th September 
Our Lady of Sorrows 
12.10pm Mass (Ch)  (Fr Millett) 
 
Wednesday 16th September     
Saints Cornelius, Pope, and Cyprian, 
Bishop, Martyrs                          
12pm Mass (Cor)  
 

Thursday 17th September 
Saint Edith of Wilton, Virgin 
12.10pm Mass (Ch) 

Followed by Eucharistic Adoration 

                  
Friday 18th September 
Weekday in Ordinary Time 
12.10pm Mass (Ch)  

 
Saturday 19th September 
Saint Theodore of Tarsus, 
Archbishop of Canterbury 
2pm Eucharistic Adoration (Ch)  
4.15pm–4.45pm (Sat) Confessions 
4.45pm Benediction 
 
TWENTY- FIFTH SUNDAY                         
IN ORDINARY TIME  
21st  September                   
5pm (Sat) (Ch) Vigil Mass                       
9am (Cor) Solemn Mass (Pro Populo) 

with Children’s Liturgy                                                                                                                                              
11am (Ch) Solemn Mass (Pro Populo)  
                                                                                                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                                                                                             
 
                  
               

 



September – The Month of Our Lady of Sorrows 

 

Over the centuries there grew a custom of devoting certain months of the year to specific spiritual themes. 
September became known as the month of “Our Lady of Sorrows.” Initially this might seem like a strange 
designation, as Our Lady of Sorrows is usually connected to Jesus’ crucifixion, which in the Church’s liturgical 
year is celebrated in March or April. However, early on a feast developed on 14th September named “The 
Exaltation of the Holy Cross.” Originally this feast celebrated the finding of the Holy Cross by St Helena and 
the consecration, on 14th September, 335, of the basilicas built by Constantine on the sites of the Holy 
Sepulchre and Calvary in Jerusalem. This brought into September a particular meditation on the cross of 
Jesus Christ, and by the 17th century there developed a complementary Marian feast on 15th September. 

In the 17th century the Servites celebrated a solemn feast of the Seven Sorrows of Our Lady, which in 1817 was 
extended to the whole Church by Pope Pius VII as a memorial of his sufferings in exile and captivity and of his 
deliverance through the Blessed Virgin’s intercession. Furthermore, Pope St Pius X transferred this feast from 
the third Sunday of September to this octave-day of Our Lady’s Nativity (8th September), in 1912.” Originally 
this feast was more concerned with Mary’s sufferings throughout her early life, excluding the Passion of Jesus, 
her Son, but over time it has come to represent all of Mary’s suffering. 

Collect for Our Lady of Sorrows 

O God, who willed that, when your Son was lifted high on the Cross, 
his Mother should stand close by and share his suffering, 

grant that your Church, participating with the Virgin Mary in the Passion of Christ, 
may merit a share in his Resurrection. 

Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. 

 

Our Lady of Sorrows pray for us 

 

 
 

The Twenty Third Sunday 
in Ordinary Time Year A 
 

 
  
 

 
 
First reading          Ezekiel 33:7-9 
A reading from the Prophet Ezekiel 

Thus says the Lord: ‘So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear 
a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. If I say to the wicked, O wicked one, you shall 
surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that wicked person shall die in his 
iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand. But if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he 
does not turn from his way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul.’ 
 
The word of the Lord.  



Responsorial Psalm                                         Ps 95(94) 
O that today you would listen to his voice! 
‘Harden not your hearts.’ 

Come, let us ring out our joy to the LORD; 
hail the rock who saves us. 
Let us come into his presence, giving thanks; 
let us hail him with a song of praise.  

O come; let us bow and bend low. 
Let us kneel before the LORD who made us, 
for he is our God, and we the people, 
the people of his pasture, the flock of his hand.  

O that today you would listen to his voice! 
‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah, 
as on that day at Massah in the desert 
when your forebears put me to the test; 
when they tried me, though they saw my work.’  
 

 
Second reading         Romans 13:8-10 
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans 

Brothers and Sisters: Owe no one anything, except to love each other. For the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law. For the commandments, ‘You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not 
steal, You shall not covet’, and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: ‘You shall love your 
neighbour as yourself.’ Love does no wrong to a neighbour; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 
 
The word of the Lord. 

 
Gospel Acclamation          
Alleluia, alleluia. 
God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself, 
and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 
Alleluia 

 
Gospel          Matthew 18:15-20 
A reading from the holy Gospel of Matthew 

At that time: Jesus said to his disciples, ‘If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between 
you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. But if he does not listen, take one or two 
others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If he 
refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you 
as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about 
anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my 
name, there am I among them.’ 
 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
 

The Twenty Fourth Sunday 
in Ordinary Time Year A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First reading          Sirach 27:30-28:7 
A reading from the Book if Sirach 

Anger and wrath, these are abominations, 
and the sinful man will hold them fast. 
The one who seeks vengeance will be paid vengeance from the Lord, 



and he who keeps a record will have his own sins recorded. 
Forgive your neighbour the wrong he has done, 
and then your sins will be pardoned when you pray. 
Does one person harbour anger against another 
and yet seek for healing from the Lord? 
Does he have no mercy towards someone like himself 
and yet pray concerning his own sins? 
If he himself, being flesh, maintains wrath, 
who will make atonement for his sins? 
Remember the end of your life and cease from enmity, 
remember destruction and death 
and be true to the commandments. 
Remember the commandments 
and do not be angry with your neighbour; 
remember the covenant of the Most High 
and overlook error. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
Responsorial Psalm                                                           Ps 103(102) 
The LORD is compassionate and gracious, 
slow to anger and rich in mercy. 

Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
and all within me, his holy name. 
Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
and never forget all his benefits.  

It is the Lord who forgives all your sins, 
who heals every one of your ills, 
who redeems your life from the grave, 
who crowns you with mercy and compassion.  

He will not always find fault; 
nor persist in his anger for ever. 
He does not treat us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our faults.  

For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so strong his mercy for those who fear him. 
As far as the east is from the west, 
so far from us does he remove our transgressions.  
 

 
Second reading         Romans 14:7-9 
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans 

Brothers and Sisters: None of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. For if we live, we live to the 
Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. For to 
this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living. 
 
The word of the Lord. 

 
Gospel Acclamation          
Alleluia, alleluia 
A new commandment I give to you, says the Lord, 
that you love one another, just as I have loved you. 
Alleluia. 
 

 
Gospel                                    Matthew 18:21-35 
A reading from the holy Gospel of Matthew 

At that time: Peter came up and said to Jesus, ‘Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I forgive 
him? As many as seven times?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I do not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven. 
 
‘Therefore, the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his servants. 
When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. And since he could not 
pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. 



So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, “Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” And 
out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. But when that same 
servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he 
began to choke him, saying, “Pay what you owe.” So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, “Have 
patience with me, and I will pay you.” He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 
When his fellow servants saw what had taken place they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported 
to their master all that had taken place. Then his master summoned him and said to him, “You wicked servant! 
I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. And should not you have had mercy on your fellow 
servant, as I had mercy on you?” And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all 
his debt. So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your 
heart.’ 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 


