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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT  A 
 
THE SEASON OF ADVENT Beginning the Church's liturgical year, 
Advent (from, "ad-venire" in Latin or "to come to") is the season 
encompassing the four Sundays (and weekdays) leading up to the 
celebration of Christmas. The season is a time of preparation that 
directs our hearts and minds to Christ’s second coming at the end of 
time and to the anniversary of Our Lord’s birth on Christmas. From 
the earliest days of the Church, people have been fascinated by Jesus’ 
promise to return. But the Advent scripture readings tell us not to 
waste our time with predictions. Advent is not about speculation. 
Our Advent readings call us to be alert and ready, not weighted down 
and distracted by the cares of this world. Advent devotions including 
the Advent wreath, remind us of the meaning of the season. Have a 
wonderful season of joy and expectancy! 
 
READINGS From Advent Sunday the readings at Sunday Mass are 
from Year A and the midweek readings from Year 2 of the lectionary. 
 
ADVENT ‘WALK WITH ME’ BOOKLETS available at both 
churches.  £1.50 each 

CHRISTINGLE SERVICE There will be a Christingle service for 
children from both parishes on Saturday 6th December at St Patrick’s 
Corsham. 3pm Christingles are made in the hall followed by the 
service in Church. This is a lovely liturgy for the young and the young 
of heart in preparation for Advent and Christmas. All are welcome.  

CHRISTMAS MASSES IN OUR PARISHES Christmas Eve 5pm 
@ Chippenham. Christmas Day 9am @ Corsham & 11am @ 
Chippenham. 

READERS FORMATION Please let Fr Michael or Teresa know as 
soon as possible your choice of re-arranged dates for the rescheduled 
session: Saturday 14th or 21st February. There will be a ‘bring and 
share’ lunch and time to socialise with other ministers. Drinks 
provided. Our readers will be commissioned in a liturgy of blessing 
after lunch. 
 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION There will be no Thursday 
adoration until the New Year as leaders will be away. Also, Saturday 
adoration will commence at 3pm with Benediction at 4.45pm. 
 
RCIA - JOURNEY IN FAITH There is no RCIA this week. The last 
one before Christmas is on Wednesday, 10th December at 7pm in the 
parish office at St Mary’s.  The subject will be ‘Finding True 
Freedom’.  
 

Sunday 30th November 
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
(YEAR A) 
5pm (Sat) Vigil Mass (Ch)                
(O’Neil & McWilliam families RIP) 

9am Sung Mass (Cor) (Pro Populo)       

with Children’s Liturgy of the Word  
11am Sung Mass (Ch) (Pro Populo)  

                                           
Monday 1st December 
Saint Alexander Briant, Martyr 
No Mass 
 

Tuesday 2nd December 
Weekday of Advent 
11am Mass (Cor) with Years 3/4/5 and 6 

children of St Patrick’s School  

12.10pm Mass (Ch)                                       
(Healing of a Family Tree) 
              

Wednesday 3rd December                
Saint Francis Xavier, Priest 
12.00pm Mass (Cor) (Holy Souls)                              
 

Thursday 4th December 
Weekday in Ordinary Time 
Saint Osmund, Bishop       
12.10pm Mass (Ch)                             
(Intentions of the donors) 
 

Friday 5th December 
Weekday of Advent 
12.10pm Mass (Ch)                                
(Naylor & Davis families)   
 

Saturday 6th December 
3pm Christingle (Cor) 
3-4.15pm Eucharistic Adoration (Ch)  
4.15pm–4.45pm (Sat) Confessions  
4.45pm Benediction (Ch) 
 

Sunday 7th December 
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT A 
5pm (Sat) Vigil Mass (Ch) (Pro Populo)   

9am Sung Mass (Cor) (Pro Populo)       

11am Sung Mass (Ch)                            
(Bernard Cavaciuti) 
with Children’s Liturgy of the Word  
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ST MARY’S CHURCH WALL As a result of the surveyor’s visit last week, the cracking in the masonry in 
the walls, is almost certainly related to foundation movement and subsidence due to the hot weather and 
nearby trees. We have been advised by the Diocesan surveyor to remove the plaster so the wall can be 
examined more closely. This will happen after Christmas.  Any loose plaster will be removed before then.  

 
CHIPPENHAM SVP ADVENT LUNCH in the hall on Friday 5th December, after 12.10 Mass. Please sign 
the list in Church. 
 
2026 DIOCESAN LITURGICAL DIARY (£6.50) and DIOSESAN DIRECTORY (£6) are available in 
both churches.  Please deposit money in the green box in Chippenham and in the box on the table in Corsham. 
 

SATURDAY EVENING BENEDICTION Parishioners attending the 5pm Mass on Saturday are warmly 
invited to Benediction at 4.45pm. If you are coming for the 5pm Mass, would you please wait a moment until 
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament has been given respecting Christ’s sacramental presence in the 
Eucharist and the special blessing being imparted, before entering the front of the Church. Thank you. 

 
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION ENROLMENT (School year 3+) Please collect an application form from Fr 
Michael or the Parish Administrator after attending Saturday/Sunday Mass. To enrol, please ensure that you 
are attending Mass with your child each week. Closing date for applications is Sunday 7th Dec.  Please could 
those parents who have taken applications return them completed to the office asap. 

CHIPPENHAM FOODBANK would like to thank the parishioners for their continuing support of the 
foodbank. It is wonderful to see the collection point full each week. If anyone wishes to donate then we are 
really short of instant mash (Smash or non-branded), baked beans, microwave rice and tinned meat. 

MARY’S YES – A DIOCESAN ADVENT REFLECTION Saturday 6th December in the Apostle Room, 
Clifton Cathedral. We start at 10.15am, after 9.30am Mass and conclude at 3.30pm. Please bring a packed 
lunch. Refreshments will be provided. There are limited places, so please let us know if you are coming. 
Contact us at: adult.education@cliftondiocese.com. 

 
POOR MISSIONS OF THE DIOCESE There will be a second collection next weekend for the ‘Poor 
Missions of the Diocese’.   
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION Confessions are heard in Corsham after weekday mass and in 
Chippenham on Saturday 4.15-4.45pm. Do take time to make your confession during the Advent season in 
readiness for the Christmas celebrations. Extra pre-Christmas Confessions Thursday 18th December 11.30am 
at St Mary’s. 
 
 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK 
 
The Sick: Corsham: Nick King, Mo Brinn, Richard Keat, Anne Keat, Sheila Taylor, Christopher Browl, 
Lindsay Price, Robert Wilkins. Chippenham:  David Lunt, Michael Kenny, Mike Merry, Nic Pollastrone, 
Victoria Kiss, Pamela Naylor, Anne Martin, Agnes Tegner, Michael Millard, Mary McIver.  Pray for all in our 
hospitals, nursing homes and those who care for them. 
 
RIP Anniversaries:  Vera Gough, Kay Telford, Brenda Burrowes, Lillian O’Donnell, Percival Kent, Mgr 
James Kelly, Maureen Birch-Kent, Peg Sawyer, Ann Wadeley. 
 
For Peace:  in Ukraine, Gaza and all the places of warfare throughout the world. 
 
The Holy Father’s December Intention: Let us pray that Christians living in areas of war or conflict, 
especially in the Middle East, might be seeds of peace, reconciliation and hope.  
 
Diocesan Prayer Link: Our Lady, St Mary of Glastonbury; St Michael, Shepton Mallet; Our Lady Queen of 
the Apostles, Cheddar; St Joseph and St Teresa, Wells.  
 

In compliance with the requirements of GDPR permission must be sought from an individual (or next of kin) before 
their name can be added to a list of those who are sick. Do please advise us of any changes to be made to this list. 
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December – The Month of the 
Immaculate Conception 

 
December is traditionally the month of the Immaculate Conception 
of Mary. In keeping the Blessed Virgin free from the stain of sin 
from the moment of her conception, God presents us with a 
glorious example of what humankind was meant to be. Mary is truly 
the second Eve, because, like Eve, she entered the world without sin. 
Unlike Eve, she remained sinless throughout her life—a life that she 
dedicated fully to the will of God. This is what the Catechism of the 

Catholic Church teaches us about the Immaculate Conception: 
 
490 To become the mother of the Saviour, Mary "was enriched by God with gifts appropriate to such a role." 
132 The angel Gabriel at the moment of the annunciation salutes her as "full of grace". 133 In fact, in order 
for Mary to be able to give the free assent of her faith to the announcement of her vocation, it was necessary 
that she be wholly borne by God's grace. 
  
491 Through the centuries the Church has become ever more aware that Mary, "full of grace" through God, 
134 was redeemed from the moment of her conception. That is what the dogma of the Immaculate 
Conception confesses, as Pope Pius IX proclaimed in 1854: The most Blessed Virgin Mary was, from the first 
moment of her conception, by a singular grace and privilege of almighty God and by virtue of the merits of 
Jesus Christ, Saviour of the human race, preserved immune from all stain of original sin. 135 
  
492 The "splendour of an entirely unique holiness" by which Mary is "enriched from the first instant of her 
conception" comes wholly from Christ: she is "redeemed, in a more exalted fashion, by reason of the merits 
of her Son". 136 The Father blessed Mary more than any other created person "in Christ with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places" and chose her "in Christ before the foundation of the world, to be holy and 
blameless before him in love". 137 
  
493 The Fathers of the Eastern tradition call the Mother of God "the All-Holy" (Panagia) and celebrate her 
as "free from any stain of sin, as though fashioned by the Holy Spirit and formed as a new creature". 138 By 
the grace of God Mary remained free of every personal sin her whole life long. 
 
 

COLLECT OF THE IMMCULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BVM 
 

O God, who by the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
prepared a worthy dwelling for thy Son,  

grant we pray, that, as you preserved her from every stain, by virtue of the death of your Son, 
 which you foresaw, so, through her intercession,  

we, too may be cleansed and admitted to your presence 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

 who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

 

THE WORD THIS WEEK 

 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
(YEAR A) 
 
 
 

 
First reading           Isaiah 2:1-5 
A reading from the Prophet Isaiah  
 

The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

It shall come to pass in the latter days 
that the mountain of the house of the LORD 



shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
and shall be lifted up above the hills; 
and all the nations shall flow to it, 
and many peoples shall come, and say: 

‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
to the house of the God of Jacob, 
that he may teach us his ways 
and that we may walk in his paths.’ 
For out of Sion shall go forth the law, 
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
He shall judge between the nations, 
and shall decide disputes for many peoples; 
and they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, 
and their spears into pruning-hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. 

O house of Jacob, 
come, let us walk 
in the light of the LORD. 
 

 
Responsorial Psalm                                     Ps 122(121) 
Let us go rejoicing to the house of the LORD. 

I rejoiced when they said to me, 
‘Let us go to the house of the LORD.’ 
And now our feet are standing 
within your gates, O Jerusalem.  

Jerusalem is built as a city 
bonded as one together. 
It is there that the tribes go up, 
the tribes of the LORD.  

For the sake of my family and friends, 
let me say, ‘Peace upon you.’ 
For the sake of the house of the LORD, our God, 
I will seek good things for you.  
 

 
Second reading         Romans 13:11-14 
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans 

Brothers and sisters: You know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is 
nearer to us now than when we first believed. The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off 
the works of darkness and put on the armour of light. Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and 
drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in quarrelling and jealousy. But put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 

 
Gospel Acclamation         Psalm 85(84):8 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
Show us, O LORD, your mercy, 
and grant us your salvation. 
Alleluia. 
 

 
Gospel                                  Matthew 24:37-44 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

At that time: Jesus said to his disciples: ‘For as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 
For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the 
day when Noah entered the ark, and they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, so will 
be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two men will be in the field; one will be taken and one left. Two women 
will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one left. Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what 
day your Lord is coming. But know this, that if the master of the house had known in what part of the night 



the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore, 
you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.’ 
 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
 


