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33RD SUNDAY OF THE YEAR  C 
 
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION ENROLMENT (School year 3+) 
Please collect an application form from Fr Michael or the Parish 
Administrator after attending Saturday/Sunday Mass. To enrol, 
please ensure that you are attending Mass with your child each week. 
Closing date for applications is Sunday 7th Dec.  Please could those 
parents who have taken applications return them completed to the 
office or hand them to Fr Michael, asap.  
 

NEXT QUIZ NIGHT St Patrick’s Hall on Sat 22nd November at 
7pm. Tickets £6 each – call Guy on 07720 315578.  Bring your own 
drink and snacks.  Form a team and enjoy the fun!   

 

THIRD WEDNESDAY LUNCH CLUB AT ST PATRICK’S will 
be held on Wednesday 19th November in the Hall after the 12pm 
Mass. All are welcome.  

 

ST MARY’S CHURCH WALL As a result of the surveyors visit this 
week, the cracking in the masonry walls, is almost certainly related 
to foundation movement and subsidence due to the hot weather and 
nearby trees. This will now be monitored for a few months, and trial 
pits may then need to be dug to ascertain damage and remedial work. 

 

RCIA - JOURNEY IN FAITH Wednesday, 19th November at 7pm 
in the parish office at St Mary’s. Subject this week is ‘The Bible’.  

 
READERS’ FORMATION – SATURDAY 29TH NOVEMBER 
We invite the readers of both parishes to a time of formation at St 
Patrick’s Hall on Saturday 29th November from 10.30am.  This is a 
great opportunity for readers new and old to engage more fully in the 
ministry of proclamation of the Word. Please let Fr Michael or Teresa 
know if you are able to attend. There will be a ‘bring and share’ lunch 
and time to socialise with other ministers. Drinks will be provided. 

CHIPPENHAM SVP ADVENT LUNCH in the hall on Friday 5th 
December, after 12.10 Mass. A sign-up sheet will be available nearer 
the time but save the date in your diaries now.  

CHRISTINGLE SERVICE There will be a Christingle service for 
children from both parishes on Saturday 6th December at 3pm in St 
Patrick’s Church. This is a lovely liturgy for the young and the young 
of heart in preparation for Advent and Christmas. All are welcome.  

 

33RD SUNDAY OF THE YEAR C                                                    
16th November 2025 
5pm (Sat) Vigil Mass (Ch)                               

(Frank and Isabel Pycroft)               

9am (Cor) Sung Mass (Pro Populo)        

with Children’s Liturgy 
11am (Ch) Sung Mass (Pro Populo)                
 

Monday 17th November 
Saint Hugh of Lincoln, Bishop 
No Mass 
 

Tuesday 18th November 
Dedication of the Basilicas of Saints 
Peter and Paul, Apostles 
12.10pm Mass (Ch)                                        
(Sutton & Tierney Family) 
              

Wednesday 19th November                
Weekday in Ordinary Time 
12.00pm Mass (Cor) (Viktoria Kiss)                                   
 

Thursday 20th November 
Weekday in Ordinary Time 
12.10pm Mass (Ch) (Fernandes Family) 
followed by Eucharistic Adoration 
 

Friday 21st November 
Presentation of the                            
Blessed Virgin Mary 
12.10pm Mass (Ch) (Fr Millett)           
 

Saturday 22nd November 
Saint Cecelia, Virgin, Martyr 
2-4.15pm Eucharistic Adoration (Ch)  
4.15pm–4.45pm (Sat) Confessions  
4.45pm Benediction (Ch) 
 

Sunday 23rd November 
SOLEMNITY OF OUR LORD JESUS 
CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE 
5pm (Sat) Vigil Mass (Ch)                          
(David Delaney) 

9am Sung Mass (Cor) (Pro Populo)        
11am Sung Mass (Ch) (Pro Populo)                                           

with Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
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ADVENT ‘WALK WITH ME’ BOOKLETS available at both churches.  £1.50 each 
 
PRAYER AND FASTING FOR LIFE Please pray and fast for the end of abortion and euthanasia on 
Monday 17th November. See poster. These days seem quite dark, what with Parliament voting to partly 
decriminalise abortion and voting to legalise euthanasia. Please invite others to join us in praying and fasting 
for life, you can: www.facebook.com/events/828656872884422. 

 

AID TO THE CHURCH IN NEED Red Wednesday Mass for Persecuted Christians on Wednesday 19th 
November at 6.45pm in Clifton Cathedral with Bishop Bosco. Red Wednesday week offers a chance as 
Catholics and other Christians to make a stand together in solidarity. Please come and unite in prayer with 
our suffering brothers and sisters in Christ. All are welcome.  
 
ENCOUNTER – CLIFTON CATHEDRAL Saturday 22nd November 9.30am to 1pm.  Join us for another 
Encounter of God’s love and mercy.  Mass is at 9.30 followed by Adoration and Confessions. We will start at 
10.30 and conclude by 1pm. There will be a time of praise, teaching and prayer ministry.  James Room, 
Cathedral Church of Ss Peter & Paul, Clifton Park, Bristol, BS8 3BX. All welcome. For more information, 
email  Encounter@cliftondiocese.com. 

 

MARY’S YES – A DIOCESAN ADVENT REFLECTION Saturday 6th December at the Apostle Room, 
Cathedral Church of St Peter & St Paul. We will start at 10.15am, after 9.30am Mass (for those who wish to 
attend) and conclude at 3.30pm. Please bring a packed lunch. Refreshments will be provided. There are 
limited places, so please let us know if you are planning to attend. You can contact us at: 
adult.education@cliftondiocese.com. 

 

LGBT+ MASS A monthly celebration of Mass for LGBT+ Catholics, family and friends, Sunday 17th 
November at 3pm at St Nicholas of Tolentino RC Church, Bristol.  All are welcome. A Clifton Diocese initiative. 

 
ST AUGUSTINE CATHOLIC COLLEGE, TROWBRIDGE (for St Patrick’s children) is proposing a 
change from the existing arrangements. “The governing body has set its admission number at 150 for pupils 
to be admitted to Year 7 in the school year beginning September 2027.”  You are invited to provide any 
comments you may wish for consideration by 18th December.  Comments should be sent to the Governance 
Professional at hockingm@st-augustines.wilts.sch.uk and to the school. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION Corsham after weekday mass. Chippenham on Sat 4.15-4.45pm.  
 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK 
 
The Sick: Corsham: Nick King, Mo Brinn, Richard Keat, Anne Keat, Sheila Taylor, Christopher Browl, 
Lindsay Price, Robert Wilkins. Chippenham:  Ann Sutton, David Lunt, Michael Kenny, Mike Merry, Nic 
Pollastrone, Victoria Kiss, Pamela Naylor, Anne Martin, Agnes Tegner, Michael Millard, Mary McIver.  Pray 
for all in our hospitals, nursing homes and those who care for them. 
 
Recently Departed:  Richard Morea.  
 
RIP Anniversaries:  Lucrezia White, Josephine (Pat) Booker, Audrey Ward, Vince Donegan, Bill Tovey, 
Teresa Martin, Kaz Melchert, Richard Pierce. 
 
For Peace:  in Ukraine, Gaza and all the places of warfare throughout the world. 
 
The Holy Father’s November Intention: Let us pray that those who are struggling with suicidal thoughts 
might find the support, care and love they need in their community, and be open to the beauty of life.  
 
Diocesan Prayer Link: Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Chippenham; St Patrick, Corsham.  
 

In compliance with the requirements of GDPR permission must be sought from an individual (or next of kin) before 
their name can be added to a list of those who are sick. Do please advise us of any changes to be made to this list. 

 

 
Diocese is a company limited by guarantee; registered in England and Wales under number 10462076.                                                                                    

Registered Charity No. 1170168 Registered Office: St Ambrose, North Road, Leigh Woods, Bristol, BS8 3PW 
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November – The Month of  the Holy Souls 

 

 
 
 

 
Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his faithful ones.” Psalm 116:15 

 
 
The month of November each year is dedicated to commemorating those who have died and departed to 
their heavenly home. It begins with All Saints Day celebrated to remember all the numerous holy souls 
who died and are believed to have entered into Heaven. As only some of the popular saints have specific 
dates dedicated as feasts for remembering them, this day is celebrated to mainly honour all those holy 
souls that have entered into Heaven and do not have any specific day dedicated in their honour.  
 
The day after All Saints (Mon 3rd this year) is celebrated as the Commemoration of all the Faithful 
Departed (All Souls’ Day)  to remember all who have gone before us in the faith. This practice of 
remembering all the dead is believed to have been instituted by St Odilo of Cluny in the year 1030. He 
was the fifth Benedictine Abbot of Cluny and is believed to have instituted the annual commemoration 
of all the faithful departed on November 2nd  every year in Cluny and his monasteries. He called for the 
day to be observed by the members of his community with almsgiving, prayers and sacrifices for the relief 
of the suffering souls in purgatory. This was eventually added to the calendar of the Catholic Church and 
today is celebrated to honour all the dead. 
 
The Catechism of the Catholic Church says “Each man receives his eternal retribution in his immortal 
soul at the very moment of his death, in a particular judgement that refers his life to Christ: either 
entrance into the blessedness of heaven- through purification or immediately, or immediate and 
everlasting damnation.” (CCC:1022). Hence those who have lived in God’s grace and friendship and are 
perfectly purified enter into Heaven immediately on death whilst those who die in God’s grace and 
friendship but still are imperfectly purified will eventually enter Heaven but will undergo purification 
prior to that. The Church gives the name ‘Purgatory’ to this final purification of the elect. This month is 
dedicated to these holy souls who are in Purgatory and are being purified. We who are on earth can help 
these holy souls in their purification by praying for them. The Church from very beginning has always 
honoured the memory of the dead by offering Holy Masses and prayers, through almsgiving, indulgences 
and works of penances undertaken for the dead. 
 
Let us dedicate ourselves to praying for the souls of all our departed loved ones as well as those who have 
no one to pray for them on earth. 
 

Listen kindly to our prayers, O Lord,  
and, as our faith in your Son, raised from the dead, is deepened, 

 so may our hope of resurrection for your departed servants also find new strength.  
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,  

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
God, for ever and ever. 

 



THE WORD THIS WEEK 

 
 
33RD SUNDAY OF THE YEAR C 
 
 

 
First reading         Malachi 4:1-2 
A reading from the prophet Malachi 

Behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. The 
day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor 
branch. But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. 
 
Responsorial Psalm                                    Ps 98(97) 
The LORD comes to judge the peoples with fairness. 

Sing psalms to the LORD with the harp, 
with the harp and the sound of song. 
With trumpets and the sound of the horn, 
raise a shout before the King, the LORD.  

Let the sea and all within it thunder; 
the world, and those who dwell in it. 
Let the rivers clap their hands.  

The hills ring out their joy 
at the presence of the LORD, for he comes. 
He comes to judge the earth.  

He will judge the world with justice, 
and the peoples with fairness.  
 
Second reading        2 Thessalonians 3:7-12 
A reading from the Second Letter of saint Paul to the Thessalonians 

Brothers and Sisters: You know how you ought to imitate us, because we were not idle when we were with you, 
nor did we eat anyone’s bread without paying for it, but with toil and labour we worked night and day, that we 
might not be a burden to any of you. It was not because we do not have that right, but to give you in ourselves 
an example to imitate. For even when we were with you, we would give you this command: If anyone is not 
willing to work, let him not eat. For we hear that some among you walk in idleness, not busy at work, but 
busybodies. Now such persons we command and encourage in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly 
and to earn their own living. 
 
Gospel Acclamation           
Alleluia, alleluia. 
Straighten up and raise your heads, 
because your redemption is drawing near. 
Alleluia. 
 
Gospel                        Luke 21:5-19 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

At that time: While some were speaking of the Temple, how it was adorned with noble stones and offerings, 
Jesus said, ‘As for these things that you see, the days will come when there will not be left here one stone upon 
another that will not be thrown down.’ And they asked him, ‘Teacher, when will these things be, and what will 
be the sign when these things are about to take place?’ And he said, ‘See that you are not led astray. For many 
will come in my name, saying, “I am he!” and “The time is at hand!” Do not go after them. And when you hear 
of wars and tumults, do not be terrified, for these things must first take place, but the end will not be at once.’ 

 
Then he said to them, ‘Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be great 
earthquakes, and in various places famines and pestilences. And there will be terrors and great signs from 
heaven. But before all this they will lay their hands on you and persecute you, delivering you up to the 
synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors for my name’s sake. This will be 
your opportunity to bear witness. Settle it, therefore in your minds, not to meditate beforehand how to answer, 
for I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which none of your adversaries will be able to withstand or contradict. 



You will be delivered up even by parents and brothers and sisters, and relatives and friends, and some of you 
they will put to death. You will be hated by all for my name’s sake. But not a hair of your head will perish. By 
your endurance you will gain your lives.’ 
 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
 


