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SOLEMNITY OF SS PETER AND PAUL, 
APOSTLES (Secondary Patrons of the Diocese) 
 
SOLEMNITY OF SS PETER & PAUL this Sunday the Church 
celebrates the two great apostles Ss Peter & Paul. As early as the year 
258, there is evidence of an already lengthy tradition of celebrating 
the solemnities of both Saint Peter and Saint Paul on the same day. 
Together, the two saints are the founders of the See of Rome, 
through their preaching, ministry and martyrdom there. They are 
the secondary patrons of our diocese. May the Holy Apostles pray 
for us and with us today. 
 
STEWARDSHIP Last weekend we continued our Stewardship 
Campaign with a focus on our Time and Talents.  Stewardship time 
and talent leaflets are still available in Church today. We also have 
large ministry boards in Church outlining the many ways we can 
serve the Lord and our brothers and sisters in Christ. The Lord has 
blessed every one of us with talent. We ask everyone to add their 
name to the talents board for at least one of the many possibilities of 
service, particularly if you are new to the parish or do not presently 
minister in any way. Thank you for your commitment. There are so 
many we can serve the Lord in the Church family. 
 
PETER’S PENCE This weekend there will be a second collection 
for Peter’s Pence. This collection expresses unity with the Holy 
Father, Pope Leo, in two ways: through the ongoing activities of the 
Holy See and through the charitable works of the Holy Father on 
behalf of those most in need. Pray for the Holy Father, for those he 
serves in compassion, and for the ongoing activities of the Holy See, 
all of which benefit from the Peter’s Pence Collection.  
 
ST PATRICK’S BBQ Sunday 29th June at 3pm. BYOB. You may 
like to bring a dessert or a salad to share.  
 
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION Thank you to everyone who 
assisted with the first Holy Communion celebration last Saturday. It 
was a beautiful occasion.  Please could we remind parents to return 
the first communion albs to the church after they have been washed. 
Many have commented how dignified they were for our young 
people on their special day.  Thank you. 
 
RCIA - JOURNEY IN FAITH A new programme will start in the 
Autumn for adults who wish to know Jesus Christ and his Church. 
This is for those enquiring about the faith leading to the possibility 
of Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist (or reception into the fill 

communion of the Church) next Easter. Now is the time to mention this to your family and friends who may 
wish to join us on this exciting journey.  
 

SOLEMNITY OF SAINTS 
PETER & PAUL, APOSTLES  
Sunday 29th June 
(Secondary Patrons of the Diocese) 
5pm (Sat) Vigil Mass (Ch) (Pro Populo)            
9am (Cor) Sung Mass (Pro Populo)        with 

Children’s Liturgy   

11am (Ch) Sung Mass  
  
Monday 30th June 
Feast of the Anniversary of the 
Dedication of Clifton Cathedral 
No Mass 
 

Tuesday 1st July 
Saint Oliver Plunket, Bishop, Martyr 
12.10pm Mass (Ch)  
              

Wednesday 2nd July                 
Weekday in Ordinary Time 
12pm Mass (Cor)  
 

Thursday 3rd July 
Feast of Saint Thomas, Apostle 
12.10pm Mass (Ch)  
Followed by Eucharistic Adoration 
 

Friday 4th July 
Weekday in Ordinary Time 
12.10pm Mass (Ch) (Fr Millet)           
 

Saturday 5th July    
Our Lady on Saturday 
2 -4.15pm Eucharistic Adoration (Ch)  
4.15pm–4.45pm (Sat) Confessions 
4.45pm Benediction (Ch) 
 

14th Sunday in Ordinary Time C 
Sunday 6th July 
5pm (Sat) Vigil Mass (Ch) (Pro Populo)            
9am (Cor) Sung Mass (Pro Populo)           
11am (Ch) Sung Mass                                
with Children’s Liturgy   
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BLESSED CARLO ACUTIS is to be canonised on 7th September by Pope Leo XIV. The Holy Father 
announced that London-born Blessed Carlo Acutis will be canonised on 7 September alongside Blessed Pier 
Giorgio Frassati. The canonisations of the two young saints – one from the early twentieth century, the other 
the first millennial saint – have been greatly anticipated due to the great devotion among the faithful. More 
info go to https://www.cbcew.org.uk/carlo-acutis-and-pier-giorgio-frassati-to-be-canonised-together/ 
 
CLOSURE OF NATWEST BANK CHIPPENHAM & IMPACT ON PARISH BANKING This is the 
latest in a very long line of branch closures. With the branch in Trowbridge also closing, NatWest will only 
have two branches in Wiltshire (Swindon & Salisbury). This now makes banking our weekly Sunday collection 
very difficult.  On the back of the branch closure, we are appealing to all parishioners to switch from cash 
offertory to Standing Orders or Contactless giving as soon as possible please. Please talk to Vic Steadman at 
Corsham or Brian Clark at Chippenham or call the Parish Office for details. 
 
DIOCESAN CELEBRATION OF JUBILEE Our Diocesan Jubilee Day celebration on Saturday 19 July is 
now fully booked. Anyone who still wishes to book will be placed on a waiting list (email: 
adult.education@cliftondiocese.com) and we will let them know if places arise in due course. We will be in 
touch with all those registered with further information about the day shortly.  
 
PASTORAL MINISTRY INFORMATION SESSION We are now actively seeking to recruit for the next 
Pastoral Ministry Formation course which begins in the Autumn 2025.  The course is ideal for any parishioner 
who seeks to develop their capacity to serve the parish in any way they believe the Lord is calling them. Each 
session starts at 7pm. If you would like to attend a session, just email adult.education@cliftondiocese.com to 
let us know you will be attending. If you are unable to attend the evening closest to you, please feel free to 
attend another one. 
 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT ST MARY’S Please sign up for Eucharistic Adoration on Thursday 3rd 
and Saturday 5th July in the porch.  
 
NEW GOVERNORS NEEDED Bishop Bosco has launched a campaign to recruit new Foundation 
Governors & Directors. If you would like to respond and apply to be a Foundation Governor, please complete 
our nomination form Form 2 | Clifton Diocese Schools and Colleges . If you would like more information, or 
would prefer to serve as a Director at one of three Catholic Educational Trusts, please contact Bill McEntee, 
Governance Officer, via bill.mcentee@cliftondiocese.com  or call him on 0117 902 5599. 
 
SCHOOL SUMMER FAIRS Dates for your diary:  St Mary’s School Summer Fair will be on Saturday 5th 
July at St Mary’s Primary School from 11am to 1pm and St Patrick’s School Summer BBQ and Fete will be on 
Friday 18th July between 6pm and 9pm.  
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION Corsham after weekday mass. Chippenham on Sat 4.15-4.45pm.  
 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK 
 
The Sick: Corsham: Richard Keat, Anne Keat, Sheila Taylor, Christopher Browl, Lindsay Price, Robert 
Wilkins. Chippenham:  David Lunt, Michael Kenny, Mike Merry, Nic Pollastrone, Chris Rosario, Victoria Kiss, 
Pamela Naylor, Anne Martin, Sue Sheehan, Patrick Adams.  Pray for all in our hospitals, nursing homes and 
those who care for them. 
 
RIP Anniversaries: Tony Sutton, Harry Trowbridge, Robert Perkiss, Tom Birtles, Bud Wainwright. 
 
For Peace:  in Ukraine, Gaza and all the places of warfare throughout the world. 
 
The Holy Father’s June Intention: Let us pray that each one of us might find consolation in a personal 
relationship with Jesus, and from his Heart, learn to have compassion on the world.  
 
Diocesan Prayer Link: Hospital and Prison Chaplaincies. 

 
In compliance with the requirements of GDPR permission must be sought from an individual (or next of 
kin) before their name can be added to a list of those who are sick.  Do please advise us of any changes to 

be made to this list. 
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June - The Month of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 

 

 
 
 
June is known as the month of the Sacred Heart of Jesus because the solemnity of the Sacred Heart is 
celebrated during this month. This year, the solemnity falls on June 16th. The date changes each year because 
it is celebrated on the Friday after the Corpus Christi octave, or the Friday after the second Sunday after 
Pentecost. The feast dates back to 1673, when a French nun belonging to the Order of the Visitation of Holy 
Mary in France began to receive visions about the Sacred Heart. Jesus appeared to Sister Margaret Mary 
Alacoque and revealed ways to venerate his Sacred Heart and explained the immense love he has for humanity, 
appearing with his heart visible outside his chest, on fire, and surrounded by a crown of thorns. Jesus told 
Sister Margaret Mary: “My Sacred Heart is so intense in its love for men, and for you in particular, that not 
being able to contain within it the flames of its ardent charity, they must be transmitted through all means.” 

 
A short Act of Consecration to the Sacred Heart 

 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
filled with infinite love, 

broken by my ingratitude, 
pierced by my sins, 
yet loving me still, 

accept the consecration which I make to you, 
of all that I am and all that I have. 

Take every faculty of my soul and body, 
and draw me, day by day, nearer and nearer to your sacred side: 

There, as I can hear the lesson, 
teach me your blessed ways. Amen 

 

 

 

THE WORD THIS WEEK 

 
THE SOLEMNITY OF                                   
SAINTS PETER AND PAUL, APOSTLES                 
(Secondary Patrons of the Diocese)  
 

 

First reading          Acts 12:1-11 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

In those days: Herod the king laid violent hands on some who belonged to the church. He killed James the 
brother of John with the sword, and when he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. 
This was during the days of Unleavened Bread. And when he had seized him, he put him in prison, delivering 
him over to four squads of soldiers to guard him, intending after the Passover to bring him out to the people. 
So Peter was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him was made to God by the church. 

 
Now when Herod was about to bring him out, on that very night, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, 
bound with two chains, and sentries before the door were guarding the prison. And behold, an angel of the 
Lord stood next to him, and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him, saying, ‘Get 



up quickly.’ And the chains fell off his hands. And the angel said to him, ‘Dress yourself and put on your 
sandals.’ And he did so. And he said to him, ‘Wrap your cloak round you and follow me.’ And he went out and 
followed him. He did not know that what was being done by the angel was real, but thought he was seeing a 
vision. When they had passed the first and the second guard, they came to the iron gate leading into the city. 
It opened for them of its own accord, and they went out and went along one street, and immediately the angel 
left him. When Peter came to himself, he said, ‘Now I am sure that the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me 
from the hand of Herod and from all that the Jewish people were expecting.’ 

The Word of the Lord 
 
Responsorial Psalm                                         Ps 34(33) 
 
From all my terrors the LORD set me free. 

I will bless the LORD at all times, 
praise of him is always in my mouth. 
In the LORD my soul shall make its boast; 
the humble shall hear and be glad.  

Glorify the LORD with me; 
together let us praise his name. 
I sought the LORD, and he answered me; 
from all my terrors he set me free.  

Look towards him and be radiant; 
let your faces not be abashed. 
This lowly one called; the LORD heard, 
and rescued him from all his distress.  

The angel of the LORD is encamped 
around those who fear him, to rescue them. 
Taste and see that the LORD is good. 
Blessed the man who seeks refuge in him.  

 
Second reading        2 Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18 
A reading from the Second Letter of Saint Paul to Timothy 
 

Beloved: I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come. I have 
fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me the 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me, 
but also to all who have loved his appearing. 
 
The Lord stood by me and strengthened me, so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed, and 
all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. The Lord will rescue me from every evil 
deed and bring me safely into his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Word of the Lord 
 
Gospel Acclamation          John 6:51 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my Church, 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. Alleluia. 
 
Gospel          Matthew 16:13-19 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
 

At that time: When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, ‘Who do people 
say that the Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah 
or one of the prophets.’ He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ Simon Peter replied, ‘You are the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.’ And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and 
blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this 
rock I will build my Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 
earth shall be loosed in heaven.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord 


