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SOLEMNITY OF MOST HOLY BODY & 
BLOOD OF CHRIST (CORPUS CHRISTI) 
 
SOLEMNITY OF THE MOST HOLY BODY AND BLOOD OF 
CHRIST Today we celebrate the beautiful feast of Corpus Christi, 
giving thanks for the Holy Eucharist which is at the very heart of our 
faith as Catholics. In the elements of bread and wine, Jesus’ Body 
and Blood are truly present. When we share in the Body and Blood 
of Christ, Jesus himself comes to dwell within us. This communion 
with the Lord makes us one body, brings us eternal life, and sends 
us forth to be Christ’s Body in the world. In the beginning of today’s 
Gospel, Jesus instructs his disciples to make preparations for the 
Passover meal. Like most meals, the Passover meal required 
planning and preparation. Our celebration of the Sunday Eucharist 
also requires planning and preparation. Certainly the ministers at 
the Eucharist prepare for their roles: the presiding priest prays and 
prepares the homily; the prayers of intercession are written; the 
music ministers prepare music for the Mass; Minister of 
Communion, lectors, sacristans and altar servers prepare carefully 
for their roles. As the worshiping assembly, we can also prepare for 
the Mass through our prayer during the week, by reading the 
Scripture before Mass, and by making ourselves present to the 
Eucharistic celebration. Let us celebrate with joy the real presence 
of Jesus Christ in the most Holy Eucharist. 
 
PRIESTS RETIREMENT FUND Today there will be a second 
collection for our retired priests. Whilst they officially ‘retire’ at the 
age of 75, they are still priests for life.  Many continue in ministry 
leading active lives – celebrating Mass, helping cover Sunday 
Masses in parishes when our parish priests are away, or ill, or on 
holiday, counselling people in need, supporting parish life, and 
praying for us all.  You can donate via the Dona machines, or you 
can fill out a special collection envelope with your donation. Flyers 
for the Priests' Retirement Fund are available in Church.  It costs the 
diocese over £300,00 pa to ensure that our retired priests are cared 
for. We ask you to give generously to this collection. Thank you. 
 
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION rehearsal is Wednesday 5th June at 
6pm in the church. First Holy Communion is celebrated next 
Saturday, 8th June, at 11.15am.  The children should arrive at the 
church at 10.45am.  A short reception follows at the Rotary Hall on 
Station Hill, two doors down from the church, where Fr Michael will 
present the First Communion Certificates.  
 
OUR NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING takes place on 

Thursday 6th June at Corsham at 7pm. 
 
CHIPPENHAM SECOND TUESDAY LUNCH CLUB Our first Tuesday lunch will take place in 
Chippenham after the 12.10pm Mass on Tuesday 11th June in the Rotary Hall on Station Hill.  All are welcome 

SOLEMNITY OF THE MOST HOLY 

BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST 

(Corpus Christi)         

5pm (Sat) Vigil Mass (Millet Family RIP) 

9am (Cor) Sung Mass (Pro Populo)           

with Children’s Liturgy 
11am (Ch) Sung Mass (Pro Populo)                  
      

Monday 3rd June  

Saint Charles Lwanga and 

Companions, Martyrs 

No Mass 
 

Tuesday 4th June 

Weekday in Ordinary Time 

12.10pm Mass (Ch) (Holy Souls)                           
 

Wednesday 5th June 

Saint Boniface, Bishop, Martyr 

12pm Mass (Cor) (Holy Souls) 
        

Thursday 6th June 

Weekday in Ordinary Time 

12.10pm Mass (Ch)                    
(Thanksgiving 90th Birthday) 

followed by Eucharistic Adoration 
 

Friday 7th June 

SOLEMNITY OF THE MOST  

SACRED HEART OF JESUS 

12pm Mass (Cor) (Zena Burgin) 
               

Saturday 8th June      

Immaculate Heart                                   

of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

11.15am First Holy Communion Mass 

2- 4.45pm Eucharistic Adoration (Ch) 

4.15 - 4.45pm (Sat) Confessions (Ch) 
 

THE TENTH SUNDAY                                     

IN ORDINARY TIME B      

5pm (Sat) Vigil Mass               
(Confirmation Candidates) 

9am (Cor) Sung Mass (Pro Populo)           

11am (Ch) Sung Mass (Pro Populo)                  
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for a light sandwich lunch and a chat. If you are able to let Lynn Salter know if you can come by this Tuesday, 
this would help with catering. Thank you. 
 
SINGERS, WE NEED YOU! St Patrick’s and St Mary’s choirs are recruiting new singers, all abilities wanted. 
St Patrick’s Sunday Choir and St Mary’s Saturday choir rehearse on Thursday evenings and St Mary’s Sunday 
choir rehearses on Saturday morning at 10.30am.  Please speak to the choir leaders; Guy Tomlinson for St 
Patrick’s on 07720315578; Stuart or Rosemary Preston (Saturday choir) on 01249 446386; Irene Wilkie 
(Sunday choir) on 07973 480173. It will be lovely to welcome you.  
 
CONFIRMATION PREPARATION GROUP Wednesday 5th June at 7pm in St Mary’s Parish Office.   
 
ST MARY’S REFRESHMENTS The next refreshments and parish chat at St Mary’s will take place this 
Sunday after 11am Mass in the Parish Office. Do join us! 

SVP We are having our follow up membership/volunteering meeting on Tuesday 4th June at 6pm in the 
Parish Office so please come along and meet us if you are interested in becoming part of the SVP in our 
Community.  For any queries our secretary’s email is secretaryB040314@svp.org.uk.  Thank you to Father 
Michael for allowing us to have John to come and talk at the Chippenham and Corsham Masses. 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD in Chippenham will commence on Sunday 23rd June and 7th 
July at 11am Mass. Parents with children are asked to sit on the office door side of the Church which will 
facilitate easy access to CLOW in the Parish Office (and at other times to the toilets) Thank you.  
 
ST PATRICK’S CHILDRENS’ LITURGY FAMILY PICNIC for current and future children of St Patrick’s 
CLOW and their families on Sunday 16th June straight after mass.  Please bring your own picnic. 
 
A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY – ST MARY’S SUMMER CEILDH There will be a St Mary’s Summer 
Ceildh (Celtic dancing) on Friday 5th July.  Tickets will be available from Sunday morning after mass, or you 
can order your tickets – see information by the noticeboards. 
 
SVP AND CAFOD WORKING TOGETHER IN THE RUN UP TO THE GENERAL ELECTION  As 
Catholics, we know that tackling poverty and injustice are among the most important issues politicians should 
act on. St Vincent de Paul Society and CAFOD have produced a guide for Catholics with suggested questions 
to ask candidates. Please see cafod.org.uk/encounter or svp.org.uk/encounter for more information.  
 
DIOCESAN DAY will take place on Saturday 6 July at St Bernadette’s Secondary School, Whitchurch, Bristol.  
The focus of our day will be on Hope – especially in relation to the Jubilee Year ‘Pilgrims of Hope’. All are 
invited to join Bishop Bosco. We start at 9.30am with refreshments and will include Mass. Please bring a 
packed lunch. We will finish by 4pm. Everyone is welcome but places are limited. To register please click the 
Eventbrite link: https://cliftondiocesanday.eventbrite.co.uk. You will be most welcome.  
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION Confessions are heard in Corsham after the weekday masses and 
in Chippenham on Saturday 4.15-4.45pm or by arrangement with Fr Michael.  
 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK 
 
The Sick: Corsham: Richard Keat, Sheila Taylor, Christopher Browl, Lindsay Price, Robert Wilkins.  
Chippenham: Lydia Connell, David Lunt, Michael Kenny, Mike Merry, Nic Pollastrone, Chris Rosario, Elena 
Alberti, Victoria Kiss, Raymond Johnson, Pamela Naylor, Jenny Coates, Sue Sheehan.  Pray for all in our 
hospitals, nursing homes and those who care for them. 
 
RIP Anniversaries: Janet Adams, Margaret Downs, Mollie McPherson, (Mrs) Pat O’Neill.  
 
The Holy Father’s Prayer June Intention: We pray that migrants fleeing from war or hunger, forced to 
undertake journeys full of danger and violence, find welcome and new opportunities in the countries that 
receive them.  
 
Diocesan Prayer Link: St Peter and Paul, Bath. 
 

In compliance with the requirements of GDPR permission must be sought from an individual (or next of kin) before their 
name can be added to a list of those who are sick. Do please advise us of any changes to be made to this list. 
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May – The Month of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

9am (Cor) Sung Mass (Pro Populo)    

11am (Ch) Sung Mass (Pro Populo)                  

 
(The statue of Our Lady at Saint Mary’s Church) 

 

“I want to encourage everyone to rediscover the beauty of praying the 
Rosary at home in the month of May.” Pope Francis 
 
The month of May is traditionally considered the month of Mary, a month especially dedicated to 
devotion to Our Lady, the Mother of God and the Mother of all of us. We spend a whole month 
celebrating especially the Mother, who is model of all mothers, the Mother God chose for His own 
Son.  

This is a month to grow in devotion to Mary as Our Mother.  At the foot of the cross, Jesus said to 
His mother, who was standing with the beloved disciple (who represents each one of us), “Woman, 
behold your son.” And then to the beloved disciple—and to each of us--“Behold your mother.”  And 
then, the Gospel tells us, “From that hour the disciple took her into his home.”   (John 19:26-27) In 
the month of May, Jesus invites us in a special way to take Mary into our homes, to show her a 
special honour, to receive her as our Mother in the spiritual life, and to let her lead us closer to the 
heart of Jesus. 

 
O Mary, 

You shine continuously on our journey 
as a sign of salvation and hope. 

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, 
who, at the foot of the cross, 

were united with Jesus’ suffering, 
and persevered in your faith. 

“Protectress of the Roman people”, 
you know our needs, 

and we know that you will provide, 
so that, as at Cana in Galilee, 

joy and celebration may return 
after this time of trial. 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 
to conform ourselves to the will of the Father 

and to do what Jesus tells us. 
For he took upon himself our suffering, 
and burdened himself with our sorrows 

to bring us, through the cross, 
to the joy of the Resurrection. Amen. 

(Pope Francis) 

 



 

Prayer for Reconciliation and Peace in the Holy Land 

 

 
 

O God of all, of Abraham, Sarah, Hagar, Isaac, and Ishmael: 
Our hearts are broken in pieces at the suffering and murder of your people. 

Our voices cry for peace and for justice. 
Comfort those who grieve, 

Console and heal the injured, 
Be close to those in fear, 

Restrain with your mighty hand those who perpetrate violence. 
Send us your wisdom in all that we say and do, 

That our voice may always seek justice, peace and security for all. 
Amen. 

 
 

A Prayer for Ukraine 
 

 
 

Almighty and Great God, accept our gratitude for your boundless mercy towards us. 
Hear the supplication of our afflicted hearts for the land and people of Ukraine, 

as they confront foreign aggression and invasion. 
Open the eyes of those who have been overtaken by a spirit of deception and violence, 

that they be horrified by their works. 
Grant victory over the powers of evil that have arisen, 

and bless Ukraine with your gifts of liberty, peace, tranquillity and good fortune. 
We implore you, O Merciful God,  

look with grace upon those who courageously defend their land. 
Remember the mothers and fathers, the innocent children, widows and orphans, 

the disabled and helpless, those seeking shelter and refuge, who reach out to you and to their 
fellow human beings looking for mercy and compassion. 

Bless the hearts of those who have already shown great generosity and solidarity. 
Bring us together as your children, your creation, 

 and instil in us your strength, wisdom and understanding. 
May you be praised and glorified, now and forever, and to the ages of ages. 

 
Amen. 

 



THE WORD THIS WEEK 
 

SOLEMNITY OF THE MOST HOLY BODY AND BLOOD OF 
CHRIST (CORPUS CHRISTI) B 

 

 
 

 
First reading                                                  Exodus 24:3-8 
A reading from the book of Exodus 
 
Moses went and told the people all the commands of the Lord and all the ordinances. In answer, all the people 
said with one voice, ‘We will observe all the commands that the Lord has decreed.’ Moses put all the commands 
of the Lord into writing, and early next morning he built an altar at the foot of the mountain, with twelve 
standing-stones for the twelve tribes of Israel. Then he directed certain young Israelites to offer holocausts 
and to immolate bullocks to the Lord as communion sacrifices. Half of the blood Moses took up and put into 
basins, the other half he cast on the altar. And taking the Book of the Covenant he read it to the listening 
people, and they said, ‘We will observe all that the Lord has decreed; we will obey.’ Then Moses took the blood 
and cast it towards the people. This’ he said ‘is the blood of the Covenant that the Lord has made with you, 
containing all these rules.’ 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 115(116):12-13,15-18 

The cup of salvation I will raise;  
I will call on the Lord’s name. 
 
How can I repay the Lord 
for his goodness to me? 
The cup of salvation I will raise; 
I will call on the Lord’s name. 
 
O precious in the eyes of the Lord 
is the death of his faithful. 
Your servant, Lord, your servant am I; 
you have loosened my bonds. 
 
A thanksgiving sacrifice I make; 
I will call on the Lord’s name. 
My vows to the Lord I will fulfil 
before all his people. 
 
 
Second reading                 Hebrews 9:11-15 
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 
 

Now Christ has come, as the high priest of all the blessings which were to come. He has passed through the 
greater, the more perfect tent, which is better than the one made by men’s hands because it is not of this 
created order; and he has entered the sanctuary once and for all, taking with him not the blood of goats and 
bull calves, but his own blood, having won an eternal redemption for us. The blood of goats and bulls and the 
ashes of a heifer are sprinkled on those who have incurred defilement and they restore the holiness of their 
outward lives; how much more effectively the blood of Christ, who offered himself as the perfect sacrifice to 



God through the eternal Spirit, can purify our inner self from dead actions so that we do our service to the 
living God. 
 
He brings a new covenant, as the mediator, only so that the people who were called to an eternal inheritance 
may actually receive what was promised: his death took place to cancel the sins that infringed the earlier 
covenant. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
Optional Sequence (Lauda, Sion) 
 
Gospel Acclamation       

 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the living bread which has come down from heaven,  
says the Lord. 
Anyone who eats this bread will live for ever. 
Alleluia! 
 
Gospel          Mark 14:12-16,22-26 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark  

 
On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb was sacrificed, his disciples said to Jesus, 
‘Where do you want us to go and make the preparations for you to eat the passover?’ So he sent two of his 
disciples, saying to them, ‘Go into the city and you will meet a man carrying a pitcher of water. Follow him, 
and say to the owner of the house which he enters, “The Master says: Where is my dining room in which I can 
eat the passover with my disciples?” He will show you a large upper room furnished with couches, all prepared. 
Make the preparations for us there.’ The disciples set out and went to the city and found everything as he had 
told them, and prepared the Passover. 
 
And as they were eating he took some bread, and when he had said the blessing he broke it and gave it to them. 
‘Take it,’ he said ‘this is my body.’ Then he took a cup, and when he had returned thanks he gave it to them, 
and all drank from it, and he said to them, ‘This is my blood, the blood of the covenant, which is to be poured 
out for many. I tell you solemnly, I shall not drink any more wine until the day I drink the new wine in the 
kingdom of God.’ 
 
After psalms had been sung they left for the Mount of Olives. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 


