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THE THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME B 
 
We thank Fr Ian McCarthy and Fr Bill Watson for saying mass at both 
churches in Fr Michael’s absence.  
 
2024 YEAR OF PRAYER Pope Francis has named 2024 the Year of Prayer, 
a year spent in preparation for the 2025 Jubilee Year Pilgrims of Hope. St 
John the Evangelist, South Parade, Bath, is running sessions about drawing 
us into the school of prayer so that we might draw near to the Lord who calls 
us to draw near to him. They start on Tuesday 23 January with Fr Tom 
Dubois at 7pm.  
 
WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 2024 takes place from 
18 January to 25 January. This special week provides an opportunity to focus 
our prayers on Christian unity, as well as speak about and experience 
Christian unity personally, in our village, town or county as well as engage 
with what happens at a national level. This year the theme is ‘You shall love 
the Lord your God… and your neighbour as yourself’ (Lk 10:27). 
 
RCIA - JOURNEY IN FAITH our next session is Tuesday 23rd January 
evening at 7pm in the office at St Mary’s Chippenham. We look forward to 
welcoming you. Theme: ‘The Light of Christ’, The Christian Creed, The Light 
of Christ and The Holy Trinity.  
 
COME LET US ADORE HIM The next Eucharistic Adoration at St 
Patrick’s will be Friday 2nd February for one hour from 5 to 6pm and at St 
Mary’s on Thursday after mass- 6pm and/or Saturday 2pm to 4.45pm (from 
this Saturday). If you would like someone at Adoration to pray for you, please 
fill out your petition and pin it on the noticeboard at the back of St Mary’s.  
These will be collected and prayed for by people attending Adoration.  

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2024 The first meeting for parents for this 
year’s First Holy Communion group is on Wednesday 31st January at 6pm in 
St Mary’s Hall (in St Mary’s Place, behind the church). The first teaching 
session for children follows on Saturday 3rd February at 4pm.  More 
information will be given at the parents’ meeting. The most important part 
of preparation for first Holy Communion is the weekly celebration of Sunday 
Mass. We ask all our first communion candidates to participate in Mass from 
this Sunday onwards. 

SPUC ANNUAL WHITE FLOWER APPEAL Thanks to all those who gave 
to the appeal last weekend.  We will be sending your donations to the charity.  

QUIZ NIGHT – ST PATRICK’S HALL ON FRIDAY 9 FEB @ 6PM Back by popular demand is our fun Quiz Night.  
Teams of 6. £5 per adult, children are free. Access is by physical ticket only (no walk-ins!) so we can manage capacity. Please 
see Lorraine, Guy or Ewan for tickets. Please bring your own drinks and snacks. There will be a raffle. Donations of prizes 

THIRD SUNDAY                                      
IN ORDINARY TIME   B 
Sunday of the Word of God                 
5pm (Sat) (Ch) Vigil Mass (Falver Family) 

9am (Cor) Sung Mass (Pro Populo) 
11am (Ch) Sung Mass (Pro Populo) 
 
Monday 22nd January 
Weekday in OT      No Mass 
 
Tuesday 23rd January 
Weekday in OT 
12.10pm Mass (Ch)  (M O’Donnell) 
 

Wednesday 24th January 
Saint Francis de Sales, Bishop, Dr of 
the Church 
12pm Mass (Cor)  
 

Thursday 25th January  
Feast of the Conversion of Saint Paul, 
Apostle 
12.10pm Mass (Ch)  
Adoration until 6pm after mass 
 

Friday 26th January  
Saints Timothy and Titus, Bishops 
12pm Mass (Cor)   
 

Saturday 27th January 
Weekday in OT   No Mass  
2– 4.45pm Eucharistic Adoration (Ch) 
4.15pm – 4.45pm Confessions (Ch)     

4.50pm Benediction (Ch) 

FOURTH SUNDAY                                      
IN ORDINARY TIME   B                 
5pm (Sat) (Ch) Vigil Mass (Pro Populo) 

9am (Cor) Sung Mass (Pro Populo) 
11am (Ch) Sung Mass (Pro Populo) 
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will be gratefully appreciated. Everyone is welcome and there will be a special round for children. All proceeds will go to 
charity. 
 
ASSISTED SUICIDE Please write to your MP to tell them to vote against a 10-minute rule bill proposed by Kit Malthouse 
MP.  The details of this are not yet known, but it is likely to say in effect that the House of Commons wishes that there should 
be legislation to allow assisted suicide and/or euthanasia. Assisted suicide and euthanasia are issues about which we must 
pray that God will guide us and our politicians. 
 

KINGSHIP OF CHRIST Responding to the Cry of the Earth: Lumen Gentium teaches that all the baptised participate in 
Christ’s kingly office. But what is Christ’s kingship in a more concrete sense? And how are we called to live that reality in our 
daily lives?  The Department of Adult Education and Evangelisation is offering an online formation session which links the 
Kingship of Christ with caring for our common home. Webinar: Wednesday 24 January, 7.30-8.45pm.More details here: 
Kingship of Christ: Responding to the Cry of the Earth online formation session | Clifton Diocese’  You can register here. 

 
LGBT+ MASS A monthly celebration of the Eucharist for LGBT+ Catholics, family and friends, Sunday 21st January at 3pm 
at St Nicholas of Tolentino RC Church, Bristol.  All are welcome. A Clifton Diocese initiative. 
 
LISTENING WITH THE HEART As part of our commitment to growing as a Synodal Church, the department of Adult 
Education and Evangelisation are offering an opportunity for parishioners to develop the skills of small group facilitation in the 
context of Parish Pastoral Councils, RCIA, Prayer Groups, Lenten Groups, Confirmation Preparation, and any other parish groups. 
These short sessions will help us to develop an attitude of listening with the heart and sharing with generosity. There are events 
across the Diocese, but our nearest one is on  Saturday 27 January: St John, Bath (9.30-11.30am)  
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/listening-with-the-heart-tickets-779973330227. 
 
2025 JUBILEE The Department for Adult Education and Evangelisation is hosting a webinar, Pilgrims of Hope: The 
2025 Jubilee in Clifton on 1 February 19:30-20:45. It will explore the background for jubilees, and conclude with an 
examination of the 2025 Jubilee theme, Pilgrims of Hope, and how Clifton Diocese aims to journey together towards and 
through this great celebration. You can register at www.cliftondiocese.com/jubilee. 

MARRIAGE WEEK, 7 – 14 FEBRUARY 2024 The Catholic Bishops of England and Wales have special courses for 
marriage taking place this week.  Go to  https:/www.cbcew.org.uk/marriage-week-2024/ for more information and the list 
of topics that are being discussed.  

LENTEN RETREAT: ‘TRANSFORMED BY LOVE’ Clifton Diocese in partnership with ‘Light of Truth’ are offering a 

Lenten retreat: ‘Transformed by Love’ in six online sessions, contemplating God’s grace at work in the lives of six persons, 
through scripture and artworks. The six sessions begin at 7.30pm on a Tuesday evening:  20 February, 27 February, 5 March, 

12 March, 19 March, 26 March. For parishioners to sign up for the series, they just need to click on the Zoom link: Meeting 
Registration or go to the diocesan website. You can find other courses run by ‘Light of Truth’ here: Join now | Light of Truth. 
A suggested donation of £5 per person per session is recommended for any of the ‘Light of Truth’ courses, their details can 

be found here: Contact | Light of Truth. 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - CONFESSIONS are heard at St Mary’s on Saturday between 4.15 pm and 
4.45pm and at St Patrick’s after the weekday masses or by prior arrangement with Fr Michael.  

 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK 
 
The Sick: Corsham: Richard Keat, Sheila Taylor, Christopher Browl, Lindsay Price. Chippenham: Brian Tuersley, Lydia 
Connell, David Lunt, Jon Taylor, Michael Kenny, Mike Merry, Nic Pollastrone, Chris Rosario, James Carine, Elena Alberti, 
Sue Sheehan, Victoria Kiss.  Pray for all suffering with Coronavirus, all in our hospitals, nursing homes and those who care 
for them. 
 
RIP Anniversaries: Tom Allen, Gerry Arthur, Timothy Bishop, Graham Masters.  
 
The Holy Father’s Prayer January Intention: We pray that the Holy Spirit may help us to recognise the gift of different 
charisms within the Christian community and to discover the richness of different traditions and rituals in the Catholic 
Church. 
 
Diocesan Prayer Link: Saint Joseph, Stonehouse, Annunciation, Woodchester.  
 
In compliance with the requirements of GDPR permission must be sought from an individual (or next of kin) before their name can be added to a list of 

those who are sick. Do please advise us of any changes to be made to this list. 

 
Diocese is a company limited by guarantee; registered in England and Wales under number 10462076.                                                                                    

Registered Charity No. 1170168 Registered Office: St Ambrose, North Road, Leigh Woods, Bristol, BS8 3PW 
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January – The Month of the Holy Name of Jesus 
 

 
 
January is the month of the Holy Name of Jesus, and it’s an ideal time to strengthen our connection to the beautiful 
name of our Lord. In fact, all names are to be treated with respect. Do you know the meaning of your own name? It’s 
interesting to discover. A name is an emblem of one’s dignity but the name of Jesus in particular should be held in 
the highest regard; spoken and heard only in a sacred way. The beautiful name “Jesus” means, “God saves.” So the 
name of Jesus is not only the name of our Saviour but also, by its meaning, states the purpose of His existence, 
reminding us of the incredible blessing of salvation. Let us therefore give that name great honour! Also, let us 
remember that Jesus’s name in Aramaic is “Yeshua” So that is what Jesus was called in his own native language (the 
name Joshua is derived from this name, too). 
 
You may wish to adopt the pious practice (that used to be more widely practiced and is so meaningful and fitting) of 
bowing your head whenever you say or hear the name of Jesus. Scripture tells us: “At the name of Jesus every knee 
should bend of those in heaven, on earth, and under the earth” (Phil 2:10). The Council of Lyons in 1274 stated: “Each 
should fulfill in himself that which is written for all, that at the Name of Jesus every knee should bow; whenever that 
glorious Name is recalled, especially during the sacred Mysteries of the Mass, everyone should bow the knees of his 
heart, which he can do even by a bow of his head.” 
 
 

Collect of the Most Holy Name of Jesus 
 

O God, who founded the salvation of the human race on the Incarnation of your Word, give your peoples the mercy 
they implore, so that all may know there is no other name to be invoked but the Name of your Only Begotten Son. 

Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. 
 
 
 

Prayer for Reconciliation and Peace in the Holy Land 

 
 

 
 
 



God of justice and peace 
We bring before you the Israeli and Palestinian people 

in all their need, pain and fear. 
Bring an end to humiliation and injustice, corruption and violence. 

Prosper those who work for peace with justice. 
May all peoples enjoy security and prosperity. 

We ask this through your Son, the Prince of peace, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen 

 
 
 

 

A Prayer for Ukraine 
 

 
 
 

Loving God, 
We pray for the people of Ukraine, for all those suffering or afraid, 

that you will be close to them and protect them. 
We pray for world leaders, 

for compassion, strength and wisdom to guide their choices. 
We pray for the world that in this moment of crisis, 

we may reach out in solidarity to our brothers and sisters in need. 
May we walk in your ways so that peace and justice 

become a reality for the people of Ukraine 
and for all the world. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
 
 

THE WORD THIS WEEK 
 
 

THE THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (B) 
 

 

 



 
 

First reading                                               Jonah 3:1-5,10 
A reading from the prophet Jonah 
 
The word of the Lord was addressed to Jonah: ‘Up!’ he said ‘Go to Nineveh, the great city, and preach to them as I told 
you to.’ Jonah set out and went to Nineveh in obedience to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was a city great beyond 
compare: it took three days to cross it. Jonah went on into the city, making a day’s journey. He preached in these words, 
‘Only forty days more and Nineveh is going to be destroyed.’ And the people of Nineveh believed in God; they 
proclaimed a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest to the least. 
 
God saw their efforts to renounce their evil behaviour, and God relented: he did not inflict on them the disaster which 
he had threatened. 
 
 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 24(25):4-6,7b-9 
Lord, make me know your ways. 
 
Lord, make me know your ways. 
Lord, teach me your paths. 
Make me walk in your truth, and teach me: 
for you are God my saviour. 
 
Remember your mercy, Lord, 
and the love you have shown from of old. 
In your love remember me, 
because of your goodness, O Lord. 
 
The Lord is good and upright. 
He shows the path to those who stray, 
He guides the humble in the right path, 
He teaches his way to the poor. 
 
 
Second reading        1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 
 
Brothers: our time is growing short. Those who have wives should live as though they had none, and those who mourn 
should live as though they had nothing to mourn for; those who are enjoying life should live as though there were 
nothing to laugh about; those whose life is buying things should live as though they had nothing of their own; and those 
who have to deal with the world should not become engrossed in it. I say this because the world as we know it is passing 
away. 
 
 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
Gospel Acclamation      
 
Mk1:15 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The kingdom of God is close at hand: 
repent, and believe the Good News. 
Alleluia! 
 
Gospel          Mark 1:14-20 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 
 
 



After John had been arrested, Jesus went into Galilee. There he proclaimed the Good News from God. ‘The time has 
come’ he said ‘and the kingdom of God is close at hand. Repent, and believe the Good News.’ 

 

As he was walking along by the Sea of Galilee he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net in the lake – for they 
were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, ‘Follow me and I will make you into fishers of men.’ And at once they left their 

nets and followed him. 
 
Going on a little further, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John; they too were in their boat, mending their 
nets. He called them at once and, leaving their father Zebedee in the boat with the men he employed, they went after 

him. 
 
 

 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

 


